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Interesting quotes & proverbs

As I hurtled through 
space, one thought kept
crossing my mind - every 

part of this rocket was
supplied by the lowest 

bidder. 
~ John Glenn 

When the white 
missionaries came 

to Africa they
had the Bible and we 

had the land. They 
said ‘Let us

pray.’  We closed 
our eyes. When we 
opened them we
had the Bible and 
they had the land.

~ Desmond Tutu 

America is the only country 
where a significant

proportion of the population 
believes that

professional wrestling is real 
but the moon landing

was faked.
~ David Letterman 

I’m not a paranoid, 
deranged 

millionaire. God
dammit, I’m a 

billionaire. 
~ Howard Hughes 

After the game, 
the King and the 
pawn go into the

same box.
~ Italian proverb 

Men are like 
linoleum floors. Lay 
‘em right and you
can walk all over 

them for thirty years.
~ Betsy Salkind 

The only reason they say 
‘Women and children first’

is to test the strength of the 
lifeboats.

~ Jean Kerr

I’ve been married to a 
communist and a fascist, and

neither would take out the 
garbage.

~ Zsa Zsa Gabor 

You know you’re a redneck 
if your home has wheels

and your car doesn’t. 

~ Jeff Foxworthy 



So, 2015 is here with whatever it may bring. 
I keep mentioning the changes facing the 
UK fire and rescue services and Hampshire 
in particular but I have feeling that this 
coming year is when we are going to see 
those changes really starting to become 
apparent. Hampshire has a new Chief 
and new Deputy Chief, one temporary 
Assistant Chief in post has been made 
substantive and another post has been 
made temporary pending it being made 
substantive in due course. 

The initial thoughts on the draft Risk Review have been through their first round 
of sharing with others for feedback and the final outcome is expected later this 
year. Many changes have been made to structures and more are anticipated. 
The Hampshire senior Police team will be moving into Headquarters later this 
year and many structural changes to the building have already commenced. The 
Government has given significant funding to both the Police and to the Fire and 
Rescue Service. We will, I am sure, hear more about this as the year goes on. 
HFRS was also given £1.4 million to develop the use of small vehicles to respond 
to minor incidents.

After previous considerations, dating back to 1973, when it was set to become 
‘E Division’ of the proposed new Hampshire Fire Brigade, the Isle Wight, whilst 
maintaining its own fire and rescue service in name will have management of a 
new look service managed by Hampshire FRS, by arrangement and agreement 
of the two Fire and Rescue Authority’s, with the Island losing some of its current 
senior officer posts and proposals for the greater sharing of support services and 
the streamlining of service delivery.

The new HFRS mobilizing system that is part of a joint purchasing venture 
between Devon and Somerset, Hampshire Dorset and Wiltshire is now going 
through its final testing stages and the planned go-live for Hampshire is the end of 
March. 

I mentioned in the last edition that the planned merger between Dorset and 
Wiltshire had been dropped. Following further consideration the merger of these 
two FRS’s will now happen, with the immediate effect of losing one control room. 
There will now be three control rooms using the same mobilising system, each 
able to handle calls for the others, providing a resilience of call-handling from 
Eastleigh, Exeter and Potterne, (near Devizes) across a total area of some 7,725 
square miles and a population of 4.7 million people. It is anticipated that between 
them, the controls will handle 94,000 999 calls and mobilise to 61,000 incidents 
each year, via 187 fire stations, with 497 fire appliances and 281 officers.

I am not really sure where the FBU dispute is going but industrial action in various 
form continues to roll on. Hopefully, for everyone’s sake, this will come to a 
conclusion quickly and find some level of compromise.

Finally, congratulations are extended to John Bonney who was made a CBE on his 
last day of service as CFO and to retired ACFO Bob Ratcliffe, who was awarded 
the QFSM in the New Years Honours list.

Until the next time…

Alan House
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Interesting quotes & proverbs

“Boris” R.I.P



Search and 
Rescue dogs 
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and the Fire Service  

There is nothing new in the use of dogs for search and 
rescue just a matter of the wheel going around again.  I 
thought I would just give a brief history of the use of dogs for 
search and rescue work.

Lieutenant-Colonel Edwin H. Richardson, OBE, FZS, 
In Britain before WW1 Major Richardson had been training 
war dogs, for use with the Red Cross, as early as the 
1890s, and in 1902 he was shown on an Ogden’s cigarette 
card captioned ‘Rendering First Aid.’ The card showed a 
photograph of the Major, as an ‘injured’ man, with a collie dog 
bearing the Red Cross insignia.

These dogs where trained go out into no-mans land 
searching for wounded soldiers. Initially they would return 
with an item of the soldier kit like a hat, until the dogs found 
a solider without a hat when the dog would take a mouth 
full of hair as that was where the hat should be. After this 
the dogs where trained to indicate by sitting etc on return 
to the trenches, or the soldier would remove the first aid kit 
attached to the dog, the dog would return to the trenches to 
guide stretcher parties back to the soldier, these dogs where 
trained to locate by air scenting i.e. they did not track the 
victim, but smelled the body scent in the air. 

Major Richardson trained large numbers of war dogs for 
this as well as other roles  including messenger dogs, cable 
laying, sentry / guard dogs, and amongst his clients where 
the Russians czar and the German army. His favourite dog 

Since the awful events of 9/11 the Fire Service in the UK 
have been using dogs as a search tool to locate casualities 
trapped under the rubble of collapsed buildings.
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was the Airedale, and indeed in the early years the German 
army preferred them over German Shepherd Dogs.
With the outbreak of World War One nearly every nation 
involved, apart from the British, were using dogs on the front 
line, the German army alone had 6,000 war dogs at the 
outbreak of the war.

Russian war dogs 
Major Richardson made several unsuccessful attempts to get 
the British Government to use dogs but it wasn’t until 1917, 
at the Battle of Vimy Ridge, France, where two of his dogs, 
trained as messengers and sent to the Front with Canadian 
troops, proved their worth by bringing news of the successful 
attack on Vimy Ridge, the dogs being used because all 
telephone lines were broken and visual signalling was 
impossible. The British Government conceded, the War Office 
asking Richardson to set up a War Dog School. 
 

British Army  
messenger dog
 

After the war the war dog school is closed and the use of 
dog by the military ceases in the UK, not the case in other 
countries where the use of dogs continues. 

In the UK, lots of soldiers returning from the war brought 
back dogs from abroad,  including German Sheppards,  and 
the popularity of these dogs increased.  In the USA Rin Tin 
Tin became a film star after being found in the trenches (a 
German war dog) by US troops. With this, the Airdale became  
forgotten to a large extent as a working dog.

Amongst the returning troops was Lieutenant-Colonel James 
Baldwin DSO+Bar, a noted breeder of livestock before the 
war, he had brought a German Sheppard which had worked 
with him at the great battles of the Somme and Ypres, he also 
had worked with Major Richardson at the war dog school.  
On Baldwin’s return he brought with him some German 
Sheppard’s which he started to breed. 

World War Two
 
In 1939 Britain was once more at war with Germany and, 
yet again, and despite representations to the War Office 
from Richardson and Baldwin, Britain had no dog training 
programme , they had learnt anything  from their Great War 
successes. Baldwin at this time recruited the help of his local 
MP to ask questions in Parliament about the failure to use 
dogs. Baldwin’s persistence paid off, and on 11th September 
1941 a demonstration was arranged to show off the dog 
abilities as guard dogs for the large numbers of military 
establishments needed by the war effort. This leads to the 
formation of the RAF police dog school.

He also initiated the Volunteer Trained Dog Reserve 
and arranged a meeting between The Kennel Club 
and representatives from the Army, Navy, Air Force and 
Association of Chief Police Officers of England & Wales to 
form a registry of owners of trained dogs who would be willing 
to offer their dogs for the war effort. 

In the July 1942, in response to a newspaper request, Mrs. 
Cleaver a breeder of German Sheppard’s made contact with 
Colonel Baldwin offering five pups for war dog training. The 
offer was gratefully accepted. During the wartime rationing, 
feeding the dogs was a most difficult task, Col. Baldwin sent a 
letter which helped with the food problem and permitted visits 
to the local swill bins  helping to rear the dogs before they left 
for training at nine months. One of these dogs was called Jet 
of Iada.

In April 1943 the dogs were ‘called up’ for duty and were 
taken to Woodfold mansion house, Gloucester. After initial 
training as a guard dog Jet was posted to the American Army 
Air Force in Northern Ireland. Jet returned to the Woodfold 
training school in June 1944 as Instructor and Demonstrator 
with his new handler, Corporal Wardle, of the Royal Air Force.



The Start of Search and 
Rescue  

Rip, possibly the first collapsed building search dog?

Rip: Rescued more than 100 people he did not have any 
training for this roll just a natural ability.

A stray adopted by an air raid warden unit after being 
bombed out of his London dockland home. They couldn’t 
stop him becoming a search and rescue dog – it seemed 
he did it for the enjoyment. In 12 months between 1940 and 
1941, he rescued more than 100 people from the air-raid 
ruins. He carried on the good work for another four years. 

The thought that dogs could be used to search for people 
came to Colonel Baldwin whilst watching a film in a 
Cheltenham cinema called The Siege of Stalingrad, which 
gave him the idea that dogs could be trained to pin-point 
snipers. 

Whilst under training in a blitzed area of Birmingham, several 
RAF ‘snipers’ were asked to hide themselves in various 
locations. The dogs, including Jet having been given the 
order “Find” went searching and found all but one of the 
men. Later, Jet was seen digging frantically amid the debris 
at a small hole no bigger than a man’s hand. His handler 
decided to investigate and found the last man hiding twelve 
feet down. The ‘sniper’ had tried to outwit the dogs by going 
below ground at one point and worming his way through to 
the cellar of another building, sealing off the entrance hole. 
There the ‘sniper’ lay in wait with just the small opening that 
Jet had found for a breathing hole.

This gave Colonel Baldwin the idea that if a dog could detect 
the presence of someone so far below ground then dogs 
could be used for the search and rescue of people during 
the bombardment of London, and from 3rd September 1944, 
Jet was trained as a search and rescue dog. 

The London Air Raids
The Home Secretary, Herbert Morrison, having witnessed 
a demonstration of Jet’s ability during a visit to Birmingham 
in October 1944, instructed that the dog be put to work in 
London during the air raids. Jet, with his handler Corporal 
Wardle, went on to be responsible for the recovery of 125 
people, 50 of whom were alive. 

It has been recorded that there was a “perfect 
understanding” between Jet, and his handler, Corporal 
Wardle. “...Jet had an extraordinary keen scent and, as he 
stepped gingerly over the still-smoking ruins of a building, 
reduced to a heap of rubble by a Doodlebug, or V1 flying 
bomb, he would suddenly pause and sniff around one spot 
for a moment or two, until he was satisfied that he had a find, 
then he would indicate it by starting to dig. He was never 
known to give a wrong indication, but frequently burnt his 
feet by the attempted digging.”

During a search for survivors a hotel in Chelsea, London, 
received a direct hit from an enemy bomb in October 1944. 
During the search for survivors, several people had been 
rescued and the Civil Defence was preparing to stand down 
when Jet showed interest in a tall brick shaft and indicated to 
his handler that there was someone high above the ground. 
His handler had learnt from Jet that if the person was dead 
he just sat, but if they were alive he continued to be agitated 
by whining and trying to get near them. A search was made 
but nothing was found. To the disbelief of the Civil Defence 
workers, the dog refused to move and continued to indicate 
to his trainer that there was someone there and still alive. 
Ladders were called for and a search commenced. Jet 
held his position for 11½ hours whilst rescuers searched. 
Eventually a woman, sixty-three years of age, was found 
covered in plaster and dust on a ledge that was all that 
remained of the top floor She was alive, taken to hospital, 
and made a full recovery within two weeks. For this act of 
dedication Jet was nominated for the Dickin Medal. 

Jet and his Handler working on a bombed building.

6 STOP MESSAGE 6 STOP MESSAGE 



STOP MESSAGE 7 STOP MESSAGE 7

Other dogs noted for their efforts in the Blitz 
by the PDSA  include

Peter 
Peter being presented to King and Queen at end of war parade. His owners signed him 
over to the War Office in the hope he might help on the Home Front. He passed search-
dog training with distinction and went on to locate a succession of victims trapped in or 
under bombed buildings. 

His most triumphant moment came when he saved the life of a small boy in Chelsea 
after one of the last flying bomb attacks on London.

The Peoples Dispensary for Sick Animals 
‘Dickin Medal’.
Having established the PDSA in 1917, Maria Dickin, OBE, introduced the PDSA Dickin Medal in 
1943 for animals that displayed “conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty associated with, or 
under the control of, any branch of the Armed Forces or Civil Defence units.” The press quickly 
dubbed the Dickin Medal as “the animals’ Victoria Cross.” 

Thorn 
Thorn came from a 
distinguished line of 
search and rescue 
dogs. He was from 
the same blood line 
as Rin Tin Tin. He was 
spectacularly fearless 
and happy to dash into 
blazing buildings to do 
his sniffer duty inside. 
He once found a family 
trapped under a burning 
house. How he detected 
their scent baffled 
rescuers – but they got 
the family out alive 
 
Rex
Rex was described by 
Civil Defence authorities 

as having done ‘outstanding good work’ during the years he worked to the 
end of the war in 1945. They said he ‘displayed uncanny intelligence and 
outstanding determination in his efforts to follow up any scent which led him to 
a trapped casualty’.

In December 1946, Jet returned home to Liverpool when he recognising Mrs. 
Cleaver his owner right away.

Irma  
Irma trained at the Dog School 
with Jet and is credited with saving 
hundreds of lives. Her ability to 
locate victims through the most 
dense and difficult obstacles 
constantly astounded her handlers. 
After one air raid she insisted she 
had found life under a collapsed 
house, and refused to budge. After a 
day, rescuers pulled two young girls 
alive from the ruins.

Robin Furniss, HFRS Search Dog 
Handler

To be continued...
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World War 1 
Firemen Deaths –  Your help needed

As we progress 
through the 
centenary of many 
significant events 
and tragedies 
associated with 
World War 1, it 
is probably well 
known and accepted 
what impact ‘The 
Great War, had 
on life in general, 
for the population 
of the UK. What is 
perhaps not so well 
known nor often 
mentioned, is the 
specific impact that 
this dreadful period 
in history had on the 
UK Fire Brigades in 
existence at the time.An unidentified photo but certainly, with a Southampton Fire Brigade Fireman standing. 

The gentleman on the left is also featured in another photo, wearing the uniform of a 
Chief Fire Officer. It’s likely that he has joined a local territorial unit, being too old for 
regular military service and it’s most likely that he is with his two sons, one who has 
joined to fight, possibly also a fireman?
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World War 1 
Firemen Deaths –  Your help needed

It was during this period that the civilian population was 
directly targeted for the first time, with air raids on various 
cities and towns, conducted from Zeppelin airships and later, 
fixed-wing aircraft bombers.  This of course did have some 
impact on some Fire Brigades, resulting in the establishment 
of reinforcement schemes under ‘The Defence of the Realm 
Act’, (DORA), and members of Fire Brigades being trained, 
for the first time, to respond to air raids and engaged in 
firefighting and rescue work, resulting from crudely dropped 
but nonetheless destructive incendiary and explosive bombs. 
It was a new era of terror for the population who, hitherto, had 
seemed so far removed from the events unfolding with the 
clash of armed forces at ‘The Front’.

Some firemen were, inevitably, wounded, from the air 
raids but, as far as records indicate, only 5 were killed or 
succumbed to their injuries and all of these in the London 
area. 

The only raid recorded on Hampshire during World War 1 
occurred on 25/26 September 1916 when the German Naval 
Zeppelin ‘L3’1 appeared off the Isle of Wight at 2300 on the 
25th and arrived over Portsmouth, searching for their target, 
the Royal Navy Dockyard, about an hour later. Anti-aircraft 
fire and searchlights went into action and the searchlights in 
particular were credited with blinding the crew of the airship 
to the extent that although they did drop a bomb-load, the 
bombs fell harmlessly into the sea, with no resulting damage. 
In fact, as there was not a single explosion, even though 
landing on water, it was evaluated by the British military that 
the bombs had in any case, been incorrectly fused and 
probably would not have activated even if dropped on land. 
The airship was then chased away by two Royal Naval Air 
Service planes from Calshot.

There was also a significant number of Fire Brigade deaths 
resulting from explosions and fires occurring within the vast 
munitions industry that grew up around the UK to meet the 
needs of military action.

What is not recorded, in any overall way, is the huge number 
of firemen killed or wounded as a result of them volunteering 
or being conscripted, ‘called up’, for military service, to ‘Fight 
for the Colours’.

In the beginning, after the declaration of war with Germany 
and her allies, the first impact felt by Brigades was the huge 
number of military reservists being called back for military 
duty. Those who had previously served in the armed forces 
were required to remain as a reservist for a period of time and 
so, were the first to be called back for duties on the outbreak 
of hostilities. 

For some years recruitment into Fire brigades was often 
targeted towards those leaving the Navy because ex-seamen 
were seen to be amongst the best candidates to be firemen 
and so, members of the Royal Naval Reserve were amongst 
the first to be taken from their Fire Brigade duties. Added 
to this, and encouraged by patriotic fervour, whipped up 
by energetic recruitment campaigns and, a general feeling 
that this would all be a short-lived adventure, many firemen 
volunteered to join His Majesty’s Forces. For some, additional 
to any duty calling, especially those not employed as paid 
professional firemen, this was seen to be an opportunity to 
better them selves in terms of pay and living conditions.

Later, as the war continued and the vast number of casualties 
depleted the ‘front line’, conscription became a route to 
force men into the fight, based on selection by age. As 
the need increased, so to the age band widened. Firemen 
were not seen generally to be a ‘reserved occupation’ and 
were regarded as not being exempt from military service, 
being therefore subject to what was, at times, a seemingly 
somewhat random selection. 

This combination of routes into military service, without 
any real controls, was to have a huge impact of Fire 
Brigades, resulting in a crisis of manpower, with reductions 
to dangerous levels and fire stations being closed. Shirley 
fire station in Southampton was one of those which closed. 
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Auxiliaries to replace men in the Military were introduced for 
the first time within Brigades who had never had the need for 
such support before, retired firemen were asked to go back 
on duty and in some areas, members of selected military 
territorial units would be given basic training to support 
the Fire Brigade during an air raid. Some leading and well 
equipped Works Brigades, such as the one operated by the 
Kodak Company in London, gave support to adjacent local 
authority Brigades. For the first time, came the emergence 
of women members of Brigades or indeed, Brigades entirely 
staffed by women. Something completely unheard of at the 
time.

Military action soon resulted in the first casualties and the 
list of deaths gradually grew in number. This soon impacted 
on Fire Brigades who initially saw the drain of men into the 
military as both temporary and of limited time. A further 
impact, of course, was the large number of men wounded 
many, although invalided out of military service and being 
also no longer fit for the duties of a fireman.

It is my firm belief that some recognition is given to the many 
Firemen who were killed or who died from their wounds 
whilst serving their country in military service. The task of 
establishing names is not, however, an easy one. Some local 
recognition may have been given at the time in local Fire 
Brigade Committee minutes and the like. Some fire stations 
created a ‘Roll of Honour’ and some memorial plaques were 
placed in local churches, Town halls etc. Many men went to 
war from the large number of Private and Works Fire Brigades 
that existed at the time, with memorial plagues were placed 
in Company premises, only to disappear as Companies went 
out of business or changed hands or when buildings were 
later demolished.

The National Fire Brigades Association did, some while after 
the war ended, install within its Headquarters a fine memorial, 
listing all of the names of those who had been killed from 
Brigades who were subscription-paying members of the 
Association. But, there is no central source listing of those 
killed or who later died from their wounds. Such later deaths 
could include complications resulting from gas poisoning etc 
and, could be several years after first being wounded. One 
member of the Portsmouth Police Fire brigade, for instance 
was buried with full Fire Brigade after the war had ended, 
with the cause being attributed to poor treatment whilst a 
prisoner of war in Germany.

There are of course military listings and names on local War 
Memorials.  There are also the records of the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission.  However any deaths recorded in 
these sources are, of course, set against the military unit in 
which the person served and do not indicate their previous 
occupation, so there is no way of identifying them having 
served as a Firemen.

I have for the past 2 years been trying to collate names from 
a variety of sources, with the intention of, at the very least, 

recording them on the website of the Firefighters Memorial 
Trust. My hope is that I can also fund some form of memorial, 
which, at the very least, will record the story of these men, 
as it will be unrealistic to try and record individual names. 
To date I have recorded over 550 names nationally. Locally 
I have established the loss of men from Hartley Wintney, 
Portsmouth, Andover, Alton and Aldershot. The will be others 
I am sure.

Likewise, during World War 2, albeit the fire service had 
by them been made a ‘reserved occupation’ for wholetime 
firemen, there were many who, particularly in the early years, 
did enter into military service, particularly those who were in 
part-time brigades, or members of the AFS. As I progress my 
research, I am now also recording the names for this period 
of history also. In addition I have found some names for the 
Boer War and it seems likely that there will be some for the 
post-WW2 conflicts, particularly during the period of National 
Service with conflicts such as Korea.

Can you help before it is all forgotten again?  Do you know 
of any names or memorials recording names? It is only right 
that these men are given due recognition. If as you travel 
around you spot a memorial, let me know so I can do further 
research. A photo would be even better. Perhaps you had 
a relative who lost who should be recorded? I would be 
delighted to hear from you.  They should be remembered 
now before they are completely forgotten.

Alan House
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Boris Has a 
New Home

Boris as issued new to the Aldershot Fire Brigade in 1936

With its nickname taken from its registration number, ‘Boris’, 
the 1936 Dennis ‘Light 6 Self Propelled Pump’ has been 
removed from the HFRS Fleet List and has a new home in 
the Milestones Museum in Basingstoke, within view of the 
Fire Station. This vehicle was originally built for the Aldershot 
Fire Brigade in 1936 and served there, including time with 
the NFS, until 1952. A short period of service followed at 
Farnborough fire station, before it was garaged off the run 
at Alton. It was then placed back in service in 1955 and 
transferred to Hythe, where it remained until 1961. It was here 
that it responded to its last operational call on 8 April 1961. 
After being returned to storage, firstly at Alton fire station and 
then at Workshops, it was then moved in 1970 to Winchester 
fire station, where it began a long period of care and use 
for fund-raising by the personnel at that station. During this 

period it was driven to many ceremonial and fund-raising 
events and became a regular attendee at recruit Passout 
Parades and station Open Days. It has over the years helped 
to raise thousands of pounds for charity, especially ‘The Ben 
Fund’. All this time it was kept on the official Fleet List and 
was expertly maintained by the Workshops staff to keep it 
roadworthy and fit for its role in fire brigade life.

Sadly, a combination of circumstances meant that the time 
had come to consider its future and after due consideration, 
it was decided that as a vehicle that had given so much 
service to Hampshire and having never served anywhere 
out of the County, the excellent Milestones Museum was a 
suitable final Turnout and so it was transported to its new life 
where it will now be seen by many visitors.



The most 
famous 
Lady in the 
World or, 
an enduring 
legacy of a 
secret love 
affair ?

We have all seen her as she travels 
the highways and byways of the 
world. We may know her by many 
different names as she sits atop the 
most revered motorcar of all time. 
She is the Spirit of Ecstasy and sits 
on every Rolls Royce. But where 
did she come from?  
What is her story?
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Origins
Early Rolls-Royce motorcars did not have radiator mascots; 
they simply carried the Rolls-Royce emblem. Henry Royce 
was very much against showy mascots. He did not believe 
the figurine enhanced the cars, asserting that it impaired 
the driver’s view, and was rarely seen driving one of his 
company’s vehicles adorned with the mascot.

However his customers thought otherwise, they felt that 
such a prestigious vehicle as a Rolls-Royce should have its 
own luxurious mascot, and by 1910 personal mascots had 
become the fashion of the day.

Rolls-Royce became concerned that some owners were 
fitting “inappropriate” bonnet ornaments to their cars and so 
reluctantly, Rolls-Royce set about commissioning their own 
mascot that was more dignified and graceful.

They turned to Charles Robinson Sykes, a young artist and 
a graduate of London’s Royal College of Art, to produce a 
mascot which would adorn all future Rolls-Royce cars and 
become generic to the marque, with the specifications that it 
should convey “the spirit of the Rolls-Royce, namely, speed 
with silence (oh, so that’s why they are called Ghost, Cloud, 
Phantom, Whisper etc), absence of vibration, the mysterious 
harnessing of great energy and a beautiful living organism of 
superb grace... quite a tall order!

Now, coincidentally, Sykes had previously been 
commissioned by the second Lord Montague of Beaulieu to 
sculpt a personal mascot for the bonnet of his Rolls-Royce 
Silver Ghost. Sykes had chosen Eleanor Thornton as his 
model. 

 Eleanor was John Walter’s (Lord Montague) secretary 
and they were engaged in an affair, their love was to 
remain hidden, limited to their circle of friends, for more 
than a decade. The reason for the secrecy was Eleanor’s 
impoverished social and economic status, which was an 
obstacle to their love. John Walter, succumbing to family 
pressures, married Lady Cecil Victoria Constance, but the 
secret love affair continued and John Walter and Eleanor had 
a daughter.

Sykes originally crafted a Eleanor in her fluttering robes, 
pressing a finger against her lips – perhaps to symbolize the 
secrets of their love? The figurine was consequently named 
The Whisper and is on display at the National Motor Museum 
in Beaulieu.

Sykes brief from Rolls Royce had been to evoke the spirit of 
mythical beauty, Nike, whose graceful image was admired in 
The Louvre, but Sykes was not impressed. He felt that a more 
feminine representation might be apt.

It was again Miss Thornton whom he had in mind. Sykes 
chose to modify ‘The Whisper’ into a version similar to 
today’s; ‘The Spirit of Ecstasy’. He called this first model The 
Spirit of Speed. He presented the mascot to the company in 
February 1911.

Eleanor died on 30 December 1915 when the SS Persia, on 
which she accompanied Lord Montague on his journey to 
India, was torpedoed off Crete by a German submarine, four 
years after her lover had immortalized her.

Royce made sure it was officially listed as an optional extra, 
but in practice it was fitted to almost all cars after that year, 
becoming a standard fitting in the early 1920s. 
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Automobiles change with the times, and the Spirit of 
Ecstasy was no exception. It was silver plated from 
1911 until 1914 when the mascot was made with nickel 
or chrome alloy to dissuade theft. The only departure 
from this came in Paris, at the competition for the most 
apposite mascot of 1920, where a gold-plated version 
won first place. Gold-plated versions were subsequently 
available at additional cost.

Kneeling version
The kneeling lady mascot was unveiled in 1934 and 
was as undeniably a reflection of Eleanor, as it was a 
symbol of the Rolls-Royce. Some stories abound that this 
kneeling figure was in supplication to the fallen of the 
Great War 

Modern Spirit of Ecstasy
Today’s Spirit of Ecstasy, from the 2003 Phantom model 
onward, stands at 3 inches and, for safety, is mounted on 
a spring-loaded mechanism designed to retract instantly 
into the radiator shell if struck from any direction. There 
is a button within the vehicle, which can raise/lower the 
emblem when pressed. She can be made of highly polished 
stainless steel, stainless with 24-carat gold plate gold, or 
illuminated crystal - the latter two being optional extras.

Royal alternatives
Notable alternate mascots appear on two Rolls-Royce 
cars. The first Phantom IV delivered to the then Princess 
Elizabeth in 1950 carries the British Queen’s mascot of 
St. George on horseback, slaying a dragon, designed 
by artist Edward Seago. However, this mascot is 
interchangeable so it can be placed in any of the Royal 
fleet’s cars. Also, the Queen’s sister, Princess Margaret, 
chose “Pegasus” (by Louis Lejeune Ltd.) as the ornament 
for her 1954 Phantom IV.

The Silver Lady moves to the Silver 
Screen
Martin Scorsese has announced that he will shortly be 
producing a film about the story of   Eleanor and John 
Montague. Christian Bales has been rumored to play Lord 
Montague.

Philip Webb 
Proudly owned by Phil Webb, ‘Molly’ is a 1929 barrel sided 
tourer in the ‘Barker’ style. She has a 6cylinder 3999cc 
engine that is rated as a 20/25 HP engine. These cars were 
made between 1929 and 1936 during which time 3827 
were made. She has 4 wheel brakes (quite an innovation in 
1929) and the book says she can do 75mph but according 
to Phil, you would need a death wish to try this!
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It was a lovely autumnal day on the 
19th October 2014 when members of 
the HFRS Past Members Association 
and their partners gathered at 12pm at 
Wellow Golf Club, West Wellow.  

Organised by Lin Winter and Ann Bone the event had been on 
the PMA calendar for some time but as it was the first time the 
event had run no-one was too sure how it would work out.  The 
idea was that it was to be a pleasant Sunday lunch followed by 
a friendly game of skittles.  That was until Mike Davis agreed to 
organise the skittle element, which he described as a game of 
‘Killer’.

Round one of ‘killer’ started before lunch was served.  It was 
described by Mike as being a knock out competition, although 

from his demeanour it was clear that he going to be a hard task master.  Indeed with just one ball per go and just 3 chances 
to hit something some people weren’t going to be in this competition very long!  Sure enough a good third of the 48 attendees 
had lost one life in the first round.  It was a good job we stopped for lunch or some would have wondered why they came at all.

With a menu choice for each course the staff of Wellow Golf Club did well to ensure that everyone got what they had asked 
for.  The food was absolutely delicious and attracted many compliments from the assembled diners.  As we finished our coffee 
Mike Davis announced that given the time we’d taken he reserved the right, as adjudicator, to automatically dock everyone 
with one of their three ‘lives’.  You can imagine that went down well with those that had already lost a life before dinner. In fact 
Mick Barnes and Jeff Barrett were still complaining to Mike about being knocked out early at the PMA Christmas Dinner in 
December!

As it was it wasn’t necessary for the Mike to invoke his game shortening plan.  As we approached 4pm there were really just 
four contenders left – Allison Davis, Pete Cowmeadow, Julie Cowmeadow and John Davenport.  Pete was particularly lucky as 
dutiful wife, Julie, knocked down the odd skittles left by Allison and John leaving Pete a fresh set for his turn.  Eventually Allison 
and Julie’s luck ran out and it was their turn to leave the centre stage.

John and Pete battled on, each looking to break the others domination.  Psychologically John held the upper hand; he 
determined that, because he won a trophy at ten pin bowling sometime in his long distant past, he was the champion that 
needed to be beaten and he wasn’t going to give up his ‘Title’.  Under the relentless pressure Pete Cowmeadow slowly faded 
away and so it was that John Davenport became the first winner of the PMA friendly ‘Killer’ Skittles Tournament.

John was presented with his trophy, a pot of money, by organisers Lin Winter and Ann Bone.  Well Done John – don’t spend 
it all at once!  The PMA was also a winner that day as those assembled agreed that the event was such fun it should become 
a regular in the PMA Calendar.  Mike Davis was thanked for manner in which he controlled the masses and ensured fair play 
throughout.  The PMA members felt no real need to rush away and some remained for another drink in the bar before heading 
home.

Thank you Lin and Ann – a great job.

Eddie Winter

Photographs of the Lunch & Skittles event can be found on the PMA website at www.xhfrs.org.uk

Lunch & Skittles



I left school in July 1964, and not 
knowing what career path I wanted 
to follow I visited the Career’s Adviser 
in Winchester to find out what I would 
be best suited for. I remember him 
saying that with my qualifications a 
career with the Police or Fire Service 
would suit me! I made a few enquiries 
and it was suggested that I apply to 
join Hampshire County Council as 
a clerk, and work in the Fire Service 
until I was 18. I was successful in 
gaining employment with HCC on 11th 
September 1964,  and joined the Fire 
Service at the HQ at North Hill House 
which was situated in Andover Road 
Winchester. 

The Chief Fire Officer (Ted Ashill) said 
that I could apply for wholetime when I 
was 18, and in the meantime I worked 
in Registry (equivalent to the new name 
of Central Services) and was allowed 
to visit other departments to gain 
some insight into how the Fire Service 
worked. Many of our past members will 

know Elaine Howells (David Howell’s 
wife) , she started work at North Hill 
House just before me as a secretary ,  
she kept a daily diary which no doubt 
gives a daily record of life at the old 
HQ! She tells me my name is in the 
diary, but I’m not sure in what context!

I passed the necessary exams (the 
physical test was to carry someone 
on your back 100 yards in under 
1 minute!) and was given a start 
date of 11th July 1964, which was 
when I went to the Training School at 
Reigate in Surrey. Those of you who 
remember Reigate will no doubt recall 
many memories, including cleaning 
duties before breakfast, squad drill 
every morning, and the proverbial 
wooden hook ladders! I was posted 
to Farnborough, a busy day crewed 
station and found digs just down the 
road from the station in Reading Road. 
The landlady Elsie Smith, had been 
used to Firemen staying at her house 
as Dick Lindsay and Graham Smith 
(past Dep of Oxfordshire) also stayed 
there. I applied to go retained and was 
usually the first responder at the station 
for a call. This obviously upset some of 
the older hands as they had been used 
to their usual tally collected at the door!
I really enjoyed my time at 
Farnborough with Andy Whitton as 
the Sub and ‘Mad Jack’ Damant as 
the station Officer. Other suspects 
included Sid Cole, Nigel Berry, John 
Woods, Norman Boswell, and Eddie 
Thornton.  I had a spell at HQ (which 
was then at Ashburton Court) as a 
Temporary Leading Fireman in the 
staff office and also spent a year at 
Eastleigh Technical College full time 
sponsored by the Service. Other 
members on the course were, Ian 
Warner, Richard Lock, Kevin Clifford, 
John Whatley, Alan Wells, Chris Martin 

and Nigel Berry. This included a 3 
week visit to Hamburg to experience 
how they worked in Germany. They 
were great hosts and I still have many 
fond memories of that time. The course 
enabled me to get a few more “O” 
levels which I had failed at school, 
but being away from the action of 
firefighting was sometimes difficult to 
endure! I  got promoted to Leading 
Fireman and posted to Lyndhurst in 
1970 , another Day Crewed Station, 
what a great experience with people 
like Wizzel Pearson, Pete Pearson, 
Gully Gulliver, Steve Woodford, Ken 
Bull, Ian Baker,  Taffy Evans, and John 
Hutchins as the station Officer. At that 
time Alan House was also retained at 
Lyndhurst as a second station. John 
Evans and Cyril, (Sam), Kendall were 
the DC and DDC, although these 
actual terms were not used in these 
days. They were just ‘the DO’.

I remember Alan House coming to the 
station to speak to me asking what I 
thought about joining wholetime. Of 
course I said that Hampshire was one 
of the best in the country, and gave 
him all the advantages of joining a big  
County Fire Service. For some reason 
he ended up joining Southampton Fire 
Brigade!!

My next port of call was Training 
School as Sub O Instructor in 1971, 
together with, Martin Nash, Dick White 
and myself. Martin got promoted to 
Stn O and went on the Accelerated 
Promotion Course at the College, so 
that left myself and Dick doing all the 
training, from Initial Recruits to BA etc. 
Hard work but very enjoyable and Dick 
was a pleasure to work with. I then 
went back to Ops at Farnborough and 
Aldershot (now Rushmoor), before 
being promoted to Station Officer 

My 50 Year Journey
If anyone had suggested in 1964 that I would still be working for the Fire Service 
in 50 years I would have laughed out loud. However here I am still with HFRS, 
and I thought it would be a good time to pen a few words about my career.
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Instructor at the Fire Service College, 
in Moreton-in-Marsh in January 1974. 
Eric Hounslow, Alan Wells and Roger 
Green also were promoted to ADO at 
the College, whilst I was there.

There were 19 of us who were 
seconded to the college from all round 
the UK, and it was at the time when 
Harry Judge was Commandant. Once 
again a great experience for nearly 2 
years, most of the time working at the 
BA school. One of the highlights was 
when the Queen opened the College 
in May 1974, and I was lucky to be 
chosen to explain to Her Majesty’ the 
operation of putting out the oil tray fire 
on the fireground.

Back in Hampshire I was shortly 
promoted to ADO Commandant of the 
Training School in 1978 at  Eastleigh 
Annexe and later at HQ. My staff 
there were Kevin Clifford, Chris Neild, 
Les Docherty, Mick Barnes,  Ivan 
Jack, Terry Burton, John Bishop, Bob 
Bendall, and Keith Simmons.  So 
many recruits came through their initial 
training whilst I was there, all of whom 
are now retired including Bob Ratcliffe!
The powers that be at the time 
recognised that I had been in training 
for a long time and posted me to 
Basingstoke as Officer in Charge in 

1982. I remember Bernie Harland 
(ACO Recruitment and Training) saying 
to me ‘what you need lad is some 
eyeball to eyeball experience’ with the 
operational firemen on a station! How 
right he was, and Basingstoke made 
me aware of the operational aspects of 
the job at officer level, something I had 
missed for so long.

In 1984, I was promoted to DO and 
took up the post of DSO (T) in D 
Division. Notably Alan House was the 
Station Officer in charge of Woolston 
(now Hightown) and Dick White was 
the Officer in charge of St Marys, Les 
Ebbs at Docks and Chris Green at 
Redbridge Hill. 

My next journey was to the old C Div 
as DDC and then DC in 1993 when 
Terry Pattison retired. Those years at C 
Div were probably the best and most 
formative of my service career. It has 
to be said that C Div was the envy of 
the service, or Jewel in the Crown as 
they say. Notable suspects were Tony 
Taylor, Dick Hoyles, Kevin Butcher, Phil 
Griffiths, Andy Anderson, and a host of 
other brilliant staff.

Next came Divisional Commander in 
B Div Portsmouth in 1997, and again 
some great staff to work with. 

Malcolm Waterman, Jan Kitchen, Mick 
Stead, John Bishop, to name but a few, 
not forgetting Bob Ratcliffe as Officer in 
charge of Southsea.

The demise of Divisions took me then 
to HQ as SDO (OPS) in 1999 until my 
uniformed retirement in 2002.

Notable incidents during my uniformed 
career were Winchester Guildhall fire 
(1969), the French Atlantic Air Crash 
Farnborough (1969), the Summer of 
1976, Eastleigh Carriage Works (1977), 
Mobil Petrel Incident (1989), Poles 
Lane incinerator (1994), Spa Form 
Farlington (2000).

I applied for the vacancy of 
Contingency Planning Officer 
(jobshare) and was successful as 
was Colin Partridge as the other half 
of the post. I now mostly work with 
other agencies on multi agency liaison 
in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight 
ensuring a joined up approach to 
incidents and emergency planning 
matters.

So that takes me to my 50 years in 
the Fire Service, I have had, and still 
have many good friends, the various 
jobs have been most fulfilling and 
interesting. The service has been very 
good to me and I do not regret joining 
all those years ago.

Martyn Long

Editors note: Martyn was awarded 
a Chief Fire Officer’s Commendation 
for his actions at the Mobil Petrel 
incident. To recognise 50 years’ 
service with HFRS, the Meritorious 
Service Medal is now in the form of 
two versions with the 50 year milestone 
being commemorated with the issue 
of the medal in guilt, with the original 
remaining in silver. The medal ribbon 
remains the same. Martyn was the 
first recipient of this new version of the 
medal.
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Scrapbook Memories
Some photo album memories submitted by Stop Message readers
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1950s road 
accident - no 
idea where but 
a great example 
of sturdy body 
construction. 
Photo - Colin 

Mockett

C Division HQ Staff Eastleigh Circa 1995

Dennis F12 (1953) 
Pump Escape ‘No 3’, 
Southampton Fire 
Brgade - Woolston
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Dodge (1955) 
Pump Escape 

- Eastleigh

IRA car bom
b, 

16th Parach
ute 

Regiment 

Headquarters, 

Aldershot, 
22 

February 1972

SMT Signing Ben Fund Donations
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Past Times
Focus on Hamble Fire Station

The other fire stations within the Winchester Rural District 
Council jurisdiction were: Alresford, West End, Botley, 
Twyford, and Netley (Hound), Sutton Scotney. All but Sutton 
Scotney had some level of fire brigade before being taken 
over by the Winchester RDC. None had suitable fire stations. 
A Fire Brigade in Hamble was first established in 1906. 
When completed in 1940, the station was a modern design, 
the same as used for West End. Becoming station firstly 
Station B2Y and later A3W of No 16 Fire Force with the NFS, 
it became C32 as part of the newly formed Hampshire Fire 
Service on 1 April 1948, later to become C55.

The station appliance room was extended in 1953 to provide 
for the then latest fire appliances. It was originally built 
without a drill tower and in 1963 a piece of land in line with, 
but beyond the adjacent doctors surgery, was leased from 
Shell Mex/BP for £5 par annum on a 42 years lease with a  a 
7 year option to cancel.. This became an important factor in 
1968 when a draft Village Plan and changes to the entrance 

to the oil storage complex would have resulted in the loss of 
the tower and other response problems. This prompted the 
start of the look for an alternative site. A suitable site was 
identified on a piece of land that Petters Ltd declared surplus 
to their requirements. In due course this piece of land was 
purchased for £105,000. The original plan was to have a 
station built to house just one appliance but coincidental to 
a review of maritime response resources it was decided to 
place a Landrover drawn trailer carrying a fast response light 
capability Fireboat for dealing with the growing number of 
pleasure craft on the Hamble River and Southampton water in 
general. This decision was all tied into the decision to close 
the Western Docks Fire Station and consideration for the 
future of the 1963 purpose-built Fireboat in Southampton.
The new station was built at a cost of £233,615 and was 
occupied 2 April 1985, with its official opening on 7 May 1985 
to the fanfare of much adverse comment and publicity about 
its bright red roof that many did not as being in keeping with 
its surroundings. 

One of a number of locations to have a fire station established under the newly 
formed Winchester Rural District Council Fire Brigade, established in January 
1939, under the Fire Brigades Act 1938. 

Hamble Fire Station 1950
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First Motor Fire Engine 1939
Hamble Crew 1949

Hamble Fire Boat 1986

Hamble Bedford WtR 1975 - 1992

Hamble Fire Station 1966 showing drill tower

Hamble Fire Station on completion1985



HFRS Happenings
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FLEET
As reported earlier this year, two Foam Pods were being built 
by WH Bence to replace the bulk foam facility at Eastleigh. 
Both of these have now arrived and are currently being fitted 
out in FMC. 

All three of the new Response Support Vehicle, 
(replacements for SEUs) are now on the run at Basingstoke, 
Cosham and Redbridge with a fourth based at 
Headquarters as a dedicated Reserve/Training appliance. 
As a consequence of this new breed of appliance going 
operational, all of the current Special Equipment Units have 
been withdrawn from service and are pending disposal. 

Two MRV’s are also now “off the run”, Rushmoor and Havant 
had their appliances removed from service around the same 
time as the RSV’s went operational as some of the equipment 
previously carried on the MRV’s is now being carried on the 
RSV’s, in the main, ice/water rescue paths and water rescue 
PPE. Eastleigh’s MRV will remain in service until the new 
Foam Pods become operational.

The lease car scheme that some of you will all be familiar 
with is being phased out and will cease to exist by the end of 
2016. All flexi-duty officers will then be issued with an HFRS 
supplied car. To get this plan under way, 30 Vauxhall Insignia 
4x4 Estates have been ordered for delivery in early 2015 and 
will be rolled out to FDS officers across the county.
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INCIDENTS 
19 September - Make pumps 8, WrC 2, Ironsight Paintball, 
Rowbury Farm, Longstock Road, Goodworth Clatford. ToC 
13:21, ToS 16:55 A range of agricultural buildings 48m x 
54m, timber, metal and prefab construction used as paintball 
activity centre, fire involving 40% of buildings of which 35% 
by fire, 5% by smoke, 6Ba, 4 jets, 1 hose reel. Attendance 
RP and WrT Andover, RP Winchester, WrL and WrT Romsey, 
WrLR and WrL Salisbury (Wiltshire FRS), RP Eastleigh, 
ICU Headquarters, EPU Romsey, WrC Basingstoke and 
Wilton (Wiltshire FRS), SEU and support WrT Basingstoke, 
Command Support Crew Beaulieu. Stand by moves WrL 
Kingsclere to Andover, WrT St Marys to Eastleigh, WrT 
Droxford to Winchester and WrT Hightown to Romsey.

5 October - Make pumps 8, HVP, WrC, ALP. European 
Metal Recycling Ltd, Dundas Spur, Portsmouth. ToC 08:41, 
ToS 17:30. Fire involving 500 tonnes of scrap, scrap heap 
dismantled and fire extinguished 7 jets, 2 ground monitors, 
ALP monitor and HVP in use. Attendance WrL, WrT, RSV 
Cosham, RP, WrL, WrT Southsea, RP Havant, WrT Emsworth, 
WrT and CSV Portchester, RP Redbridge (RSV support), ALP 
St Marys, ICU Headquarters, WrC’s Fareham and Eastleigh, 
Command Support Crew Eastleigh, HVP and L4P Hardley, 
L4T Ringwood. Stand by moves WrL Gosport to Southsea, 
WrT Hightown to Cosham, WrT St Marys to Redbridge, WrL 
Petersfield to Southsea and WrL Wickham to Cosham. 

21 October - Make pumps 6, Hartley Park Farm, Selborne 
Road, Chawton, Near Alton. ToC 18:56, ToS 22:18. Fire 
involving 2 light industrial units 25m x 45m, 100% by fire, 
asbestos minor, unknown quantity of essential oils entered 
water course, 10BA, 4 jets, 4 ground monitors. Attendance 
RP, WrT and EPU Alton, WrT Bordon, WrL Liphook, WrT 
Grayshott, WrL, SEU and support WrT Basingstoke, CSV 
Portchester, ICU Headquarters, MRV Eastleigh, WrC’s 
Bordon and Basingstoke. Stand by move WrL Petersfield to 
Alton. 

25 October - Make pumps 8, ALP required, Portswood Park, 
Southampton. ToC 16:14, ToS 17:57. Fire involving building 
of two floors, 80m x 10m of traditional brick construction 
used as domestics flats. Fire in first floor boiler room, 8 
BA, 3 jets, 3 hose reels, 5 persons rescued by HFRS via 
ladder. Attendance WrL, WrT and ALP St Marys, RP and 
RSV Redbridge, RP and WrT Hightown, WrL Romsey (from 
stand by Redbridge), WrT Botley (from stand by St Marys), 
RP and MRV Eastleigh, WrT Cosham (RSV Support), ICU 
Headquarters, WrT Beaulieu (Command Support), CSV 
Portchester, EPU Romsey. Stand by moves WrT Droxford 
to Hightown, WrT Southsea to St Marys, WrT Totton to 
Redbridge.

9 November - Make pumps 6, The Old Snooker Club, North 
Harbour, Southampton Road, Paulsgrove, Portsmouth, PO6 
4RJ. ToC 04:07, ToS 06:26. Fire involving persons reported 
in derelict snooker hall, 49m x 149m, fire on first floor, severe 
smoke logging of building, 3 jets, 2 hose reels, 10 BA, PPV, 

all persons accounted for. Attendance – WrL WrT and RSV 
Cosham, WrT and CSV Portchester, WrL Southsea, RP 
Havant, RP Fareham, RP Redbridge (RSV Support), ICU 
Headquarters. Stand by moves WrT St Marys to Redbridge, 
WrT Hightown to Fareham, WrT Southsea to Cosham. 

12 November - Make pumps 6, 16 Pelican Mead, Hightown, 
Ringwood. ToC 22:16, ToS 01:28. Four bedroomed detached 
property of traditional construction, 15m x 10m, 100% of 
roof by fire, 50% of first floor by fire, ground floor smoke 
and water damage, 5 jets, 2 hose reels, 10BA. Attendance 
RP and WrT Ringwood, WrL Fordingbridge, WrL Burley, 
WrLR Ferndown and Verwood (Dorset FRS), CSV Eastleigh, 
ICU Headquarters. Stand by moves WrT St Marys to 
Fordingbridge, RP Lymington to Ringwood

15 November - Make pumps 8, ALP required, Hilton Hotel, 
Bracken place, Chilworth. ToC 11:16. ToS 15:52. Large 
detached building used as hotel, 50m x 30m, 5 floors of brick 
construction with tiled roof. Fire in basement health suite 
area. 2 casualties treated on scene for smoke inhalation, 
24BA, 4 jets, 2 hose reels, 4 PPV. Attendance RP Hightown, 
WrT and ALP St Marys, RP and RSV Redbridge, WrT Cosham 
(RSV Support), WrT Eastleigh, WrT Hamble, WrL Romsey 
(from stand by at Redbridge), RP and WrL Fareham (both 
from stand by at Hightown), EPU Alton, CSV Portchester, 
ICU Headquarters. Stand by moves WrL Bishops Waltham 
to Eastleigh, WrL Wickham to Hightown, WrT Beaulieu to 
Redbridge, WrT Totton to St Marys, WrL Hythe to Romsey, 
then moved to St Marys. 

29 November - Make pumps 5, 175 Powerscourt Road, 
Copnor, Portsmouth. ToC 09:56, ToS 12:17. Fire involving 
building of traditional construction of two floors, 5m x 10m. 
Fire in ground floor kitchen, 15BA, 2 hose reels, 2 jets, 
level 3 PPV. 2 dogs believed. Attendance RP, WrL and WrT 
Southsea, WrL and WrT Cosham, CSV Portchester, ICU 
Headquarters. Stand by moves RP Havant to Southsea, RP 
Fareham to Cosham and WrT Hightown to Fareham.

2 December - Make pumps 8, WrC 4, Brook Lane, 
Woodgreen, Near Fordingbridge. ToC 18:18, ToS 23:12. 
Fire involving two storey property of traditional construction, 
8m x 22m, ground floor, first floor and roof 100% by fire 
and heat, 2 jets, 2 CAFS jets, 2 hose reels. On arrival of the 
first appliance from Ringwood crews found the property to 
be well alight and immediately made pumps 8. A further 
assistance message was sent at 18:56 increasing the 
attendance to 12 pumping appliances due to water shortage. 
This make up was subsequently cancelled, the incident 
reverted to a make pumps 8 incident with the addition of two 
WrC’s, the third and fourth WrC were requested at 20:26. 
Two of the appliance mobilised as part of the make pumps 
12 were in attendance before the make-up was cancelled. 
Crews also protected neighbouring thatch roofed properties 
with covering jets and CAFS jets. 
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It should also be noted that the nearest 
appliance to this incident WrL Fordingbridge 
was already committed at an incident with 
Ringwood and Burley on the A31 at the 
time the call was received. Fordingbridge 
did attend the incident as part of the make 
pumps 12 attendance. Attendance WrT 
Ringwood, WrL/R Salisbury (Wiltshire 
FRS), WrL/R Wilton (Wiltshire FRS), 
WrL/R Cranbourne, Verwood, Ferndown, 
Christchurch and WrT Christchurch (Dorset 
FRS), ICU Headquarters, CSV Eastleigh, 
WrT Beaulieu (Command Support), EPU 
Romsey, RSV and RP Redbridge, WrC 
Eastleigh, Fordingbridge, Lyndhurst and 
Fareham, WrL Fordingbridge, WrL New 
Milton. A second CAFS appliance was 
requested at 20:07, RP Ringwood. Stand 
by moves WrL Romsey to Eastleigh, WrT 
St Marys to Redbridge, WrL Lymington 
to Ringwood, WrL Bishops Waltham to 
Eastleigh then diverted to Redbridge. 

31 December - Make pumps 6, WrC 2, 
Fire, Avington Manor Farm, Avington 
near Alresford. ToC 13:48, ToS 17:50. 
Fire involving rural farm building used as 
workshop of single storey breeze block 
construction with asbestos cement roof 
30m x 20m. Fire involving 50% of building 
and propane cylinder. 300 dairy cattle 
moved to safety. 12Ba, 4 monitors, 1 jet. 
Attendance WrL Alresford, RP and WrT 
Alton, RP Petersfield, RP Winchester, WrT 
Sutton Scotney, CSV and WrC Eastleigh, 
RSV, Support WrT and WrC Basingstoke, 
ICU Headquarters. Stand by moves WrT St 
Marys to Winchester.

7 January - Make pumps 10, Hightown 
Towers, Warburton Road, Thornhill, 
Southampton. ToC 19:48, ToS 21:18. Fire 
involving residential block of flats, fire in 
flat on 12th floor, small fire involving front 
door, smoke damage to 12th floor landing, 
3 Police officers with smoke inhalation to 
hospital by ambulance, 6Ba, 2 jets, PPV. 
Attendance RP and WrT Hightown, WrL, WrT 
and ALP St Marys, RP and RSV Redbridge, 
WrT Cosham (RSV support), WrT Hamble, 
RP Eastleigh from stand by at St Marys, WrL 
Bishops Waltham, RP Fareham from stand 
by Hightown, WrT Botley, CSV Eastleigh, 
CSV Portchester, ICU Headquarters. Stand 
by moves WrL Romsey to Redbridge, RP 
Southsea to Hightown, WrL Alresford to St 
Marys and RP Basingstoke to St Marys.

SENIOR OFFICER APPOINTMENTS – ACFO 
Neil Odin has been appointed as the new DCFO following Dave Curry’s 
promotion to CFO. Temporary ACFO Andy Bowers has been appointed ACFO 
substantive whilst AM Mick Crennell has been appointed Temporary ACFO 
for three months as from the 1st February.

PARTNERSHIP WORKING 
Hampshire looks set to take charge of the Isle of Wight Fire and Rescue 
Service, a move that could save jobs and fire stations. A proposed 
partnership agreement would see the Hampshire Fire and Rescue Authority, 
through its Chief Fire Officer and his team, take on managerial and budgetary 
responsibility for Isle of Wight services from April.

It could save the Isle of Wight Council £301,124 during the first year, and 
almost £1.2 million over three years. According to a report, due to go before 
councillors during January, and recommended by officers for approval, 
collaborative working could avoid budget and service cuts.

“As a stand-alone fire and rescue service, to find further significant 
reductions would involve a disproportionate reduction in frontline staff and 
assets, resulting in unacceptable levels of risk to the service and Isle of Wight 
residents — for example, the closure of fire stations, loss of frontline firefighter 
posts and the potential reduction in community safety activities.

“The proposal ensures we maintain a high-quality fire and rescue service 
while improving our capacity, maintenance and sustainability.”

However, a business case accompanying the report warns staff could 
oppose the plans — particularly the lack of Island-based leadership. 

A strategic partnership, rather than a full merger, would see the Isle of Wight 
Council retain political and financial accountability for services.

However, some Isle of Wight staff would report to Hampshire managers and 
the Isle of Wight Council would no longer employ a chief fire officer. Senior 
staff, including Chief Fire Officer Steve Apter, who would assume a different 
role and be transferred to Hampshire Fire and Rescue Authority. 

Contracts and vehicles would be procured jointly by the two authorities, thus 
saving money.

The current contract with Surrey Fire and Rescue Service, which handles the 
Island’s emergency calls, will continue until at least 2017, when it is due for 
renewal and alternatives will be considered.

Colin Carter – Guest Contributer
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PMA ties and 
Lapel Pins
PMA ties and Lapel Pins are 
now available for purchase from 
Alan House. In two designs, 
the ties have in the stripes, the  
colours of the HFRS 
Meritorious Service Medal  and 
the Fire 
Brigade Long Service and 
good Conduct 
medals with “PMA” shaded in 
the background. One has the 
PMA badge logo.

Tie: Cost  £2.00
plus 73p for postage
Lapel Pins: Cost £2.00 
plus 53p for postage.

Snippets
New Book
‘Fawley’s Front Line’ is written by Roger Hansford and looks at the 
development of fire brigades, Fire Stations and Incidents in Fawley and 
the general Waterside area. Referencing the early Local Authority brigades 
right through to today’s Hardley station and the Works brigades of the area, 
together with the military unit at Marchwood. The author has covered a good 
range of topics throughout its 123 pages and has included many excellent 
photographs. It’s a good written history of this unique part of Hampshire and 
is a good addition to the bookshelf if you have served in the area or wish to 
add to your collection of Hampshire fire station facts and histories.

Available from a range of bookshops or via the publisher, The History Press, 
www.historypress.co.uk, Tel 01235 465500 ISBN 978 0 7524 9857 7 £14.99
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Chairmans Report  2015

It seems only yesterday that we had 
the inaugural meeting setting up the 
PMA, in fact it was in December 2008. 
We are still here and now have over 
350 members and I am pleased to 
report we are still very active.

The committee  meets bi-monthly, we 
now enjoy a good up to date website 
which is full of useful information  on 
events,  support and welfare advice  
available to the membership, with 
many useful links including HFRS 
and Fire Service Charity. The website 
receives many hits from all over 
the world and hopefully keeps the 
membership in contact. We now have 
our own Facebook link which is also 
available to promote events and for 
members to keep in touch.

The finances of the Association remain 
healthy and appropriate. The Standing 
Order/BACS and Pension stoppage 
subscription payment methods has 
worked extremely well and, makes 
the job of both the Treasurer and the 
Secretary a whole lot easier. Whilst 
reminders are always sent out to 
those choosing not use either of these 
methods of payment, the decision has 
been taken that those still in arrears 
at the end of October will be deemed 
to have decided not to continue their 
membership and their details will 
accordingly be removed from the 
magazine circulation and notifications 
list. Everyone is also reminded that 

only paid up members at the time of 
the drawing will be eligible for the cash 
draw. 

The magazine, which is sent out 
quarterly continues to be a good 
read and is certainly enjoyed by 
the membership from the feedback 
received. Please keep submitting the 
articles, stories and old pictures to the 
editor. It is your magazine.

We have had a very busy social year 
during 2014, starting with a band 
evening and the ever popular  race 
nights at FSHQ,  two coach trips  to 
London and  the theatre , boat trip to 
Cowes for the Fireworks, treasure hunt 
in Southampton, Sunday lunch and 
skittles at West Wellow, and a great 
Christmas party at East Horton. Nearly 
forgot the Pantomime at Southsea. (Oh 
no I didn’t)

Your committee is now busy planning 
this year’s activities and events. 
Starting with tonight’s race night . In 
late April, a coach trip to Paris for 
a three-night stay. A Treasure Hunt 
in May, around Salisbury.  A coach 
only trip to London in July, for a “do 
it yourself” day out. Further race 
nights and another Sunday lunch and 
skittles.  A possible trip to the Houses 
of Parliament with a meal on a Thames 
riverboat and most definitely the 
Christmas party.

To conclude I would like to thank all the 
members of the committee for all their 
support and advice during the year, 
in particular, the Secretary and Chris 
Lunn for keeping us well informed. 
The Treasurer for his work and eye to 
detail on the accounts, Webmaster for 
keeping us up to date, the Facebook 
Manager and the Bar Manager for all 
of her hard work in support of the PMA.

With my very best wishes for 2015

Andy Anderson Chairman

To remind everyone 
the PMA Committee members 
are:
Chairman – Andy Anderson 
Secretary – Alan House 
Treasurer – Phil Griffiths 
Webmaster – Eddie Winter 
Magazine Editor – Alan House 
Facebook Manager – Kym Carr 
Death Notifications – Chris Lunn
Bar Manager – Carole Hobbs

Committee Members:
Mick Barnes 
Malcolm Eastwood 
Phil Webb 
Ann Bone 
Wendy Lambert 
Peter Cowmeadow 
Lin Winter 

First of all please accept my apologies for being absent from the 2015 AGM, 
especially as I will be  hopefully sunning myself on a Florida golf course when the 
meeting starts.  

Due to not being given the necessary information we have been unable to produce our usual listing of those leaving HFRS. 
Hopefully we will be able to catch up in the March edition of Stop Message.

Moving On...
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It is with regret that we record the death of the following past members of the Service:

Final Salute
George Whiting
On 23 July 2014
Aged 81

George served at New Milton until 
retiring as Sub Officer in June 1988

Ernie Sheppard
On 26 July 2014
Aged 70

‘Shep’ served as a wholetime fireman 
at Lyndhurst until his retirement in July 
1994

Don Ranger
On 27 August 2014
Aged 87

Don served at Totton until his 
retirement as Sub Officer in November 
1981

Vic Furze
On 1 September 2014
Aged 82

Vic served at Eastleigh, Fareham, 
Havant and Winchester retiring as 
Station Officer in charge of Winchester 
in 1983. He was also a leading figure 
in the FBU and later a Southampton 
City Councillor.

Ralph Gillham
On 15 September 2014
Aged 91

Ralph served at Burley, retiring as Sub 
Officer in December 1977

Barry Mabbett
On 18 September 2014
Aged 65

Barry served as a Control Operator 
in Control until his early retirement on 
health grounds in December1983

Jim Knowlton CBE QFSM
On 19 September 2014
Aged 85 

Jim commenced his career with 
the Southampton Fire Brigade after 
which he made several career 
moves to other brigades, including 
being Firemaster of two Scottish fire 
brigades finishing his distinguished 
career in 1989, as Her Majesty’s 
Chief Inspector of Fire Services for 
Scotland.

Ray White
On 27 November 2014
Aged 87
Ray served as a Fireman at Gosport 
until he retired in May 1975

Ken Leask
Early December 2014
Aged 73

Ken originally joined the Southampton 
Fire Brigade, later transferring to 
Andover, until retiring as a Fireman in 
March 1990

Dennis Offer
On 9 December 2014
Aged 85

Dennis served as a retained member 
at Winchester, retiring as Sub Officer 
in October 1981

Reg Gould
On 18 December 2014

Reg was a member of the 
Southampton Fire Brigade until he 
resigned in May 1969

Ron Brooks
On 28 December 2014
Aged 84

Ron served at Alton retiring as Sub 
Officer in August 1985

Tony King
On 19 December 2014
Aged 69

Tony served at Gosport, retiring, as 
retained Leading Fireman in February 
1991.  He was also a member of the 
Hampshire Ambulance Service.

Gerry Philpott
Aged 88

On 14 January 2015
Gerry originally joined the 
Southampton Fire Brigade, retiring 
as a Fireman at Woolston in February 
1978

Brian Skyrme
Aged 79

On 16 January 2015
Brian originally joined the 
Southampton Fire Brigade, later 
transferring to Gosport from where he 
retired as a Leading Fireman in April 
1981



Christmas Dinner at The East Horton Golf Club on December 11


