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Take your car there, have it serviced and the tyres 

changed while you shop for clothes, food, guns, 

fishing rods, TVs, computers, shoes, pharmacy 

items and, well just about anything, all at very 

good prices  – 24 hrs a day 7 days a week. 

Actually, if you have not been to a Walmart or 

perhaps not even to the USA, you have probably 

visited an ASDA and yes, they are owned by 

Walmart!

How BIG is Walmart? Well, here are some facts: 

The company was founded by Sam Walton in 1962 

and now has 8500 stores in 15 countries, with 55 

different names. The company operates under 

its own name in the United States, including 

the 50 states. Walmart operates in Mexico as 

Walmex in the United Kingdom as ASDA, (‘Asda 

Walmart’in some branches), in Japan as Seiyu 

and in India as Best Price. Its operations in the 

United Kingdom, South America and China are 

highly successful, while it was forced to pull out 

of Germany and South Korea when ventures there 

were unsuccessful.

 Americans spend $36,000,000 at Walmart every 

hour of every day. 

This works out to $20,928 profit every minute! 

Walmart will sell more from January 1 to St. 

Patrick’s Day (March 17th) than Target (another 

large USA store chain) sells all year. 

Walmart employs 1.6 million people and now is 

the largest private employer.

Walmart has become the largest company in the 

history of the world. 

Walmart now sells more food than any other 

store in the world. 

Walmart has approx 3,900 stores in the USA of 

which 1,906 are ‘Super Centers’; this is 1,000 more 

than it had 5 Years ago. 

This year 7.2 billion different purchasing 

experiences will occur at a Walmart store. (Earth’s 

population is approximately 6.5 Billion.). 

 90% of all Americans live within 15 miles of a 

Walmart. 

MAYBE we should hire the people who run 

Walmart to fix the economy. 

If you want some idle amusement take a look at 

the images on:

www.peopleofwalmart.com

WAL   MART
If you have visited the USA you have probably visited what is now an 
American icon - ‘Walmart’, the one stop, we sell everything store.  



Are you reading this magazine and 
are not a member?  Why not join 
the Past Members Association and 
receive your own copy?  Membership 
costs just £10 per year.

Magazine contributions sought and 
gratefully received.

Editor: magazine@xhfrs.org.uk
Webmaster: webmaster@xhfrs.org.uk 
Secretary:  alan.house@xhfrs.org.uk
Membership Secretary:  
members.sec@xhfrs.org.uk

Be a regular visitor to our website at 
www.xhfrs.org.uk

Front cover: Crews from Winchester, 
Sutton Scotney and Stockbridge attending 
a roof fire which started as a fire in first 
floor accommodation at the College of 
Agriculture, Sparsholt, on 23 May 1978. 
Rescue tender and Watertender Ladder 
from Winchester with Hydraulic Platform 

from St Marys behind.
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Welcome from

Its amazing how fast the year 
moves when you are aiming to 
produce 4 magazines each year. 
No sooner is one fresh from the 
printers when planning the next 
one commences. 

I hope that you enjoy this edition.  
My thanks to those who have sent 
me articles and photos.  I do need 
more in order to publish the sort 
of variety that a sophisticated 
membership of readers will require!  
Please keep the snippets, letters 
articles and photos coming.

I am sure that everyone has watched with interest the various 
news items pointing to forthcoming cuts in the public services 
sector and the talk of changes to pensions. Everyone needs to 
keep an eye on the latter, as any change to the existing formula 
may affect those already on a pension.

There can be no doubt that we are going to see some very big 
changes to the fire and rescue service that we all knew and were 
proud to be a member of.  At a local level we will see changes 
to the way the service is staffed and the way that it is delivered. 
Redundancy across all levels of the Service including operational 
staff is openly discussed as is the reduction of crewing on 
stations.  Commenting on proposals is of course a risky thing 
and in due course we will see what the shape of the service will 
look like in Hampshire.

Hampshire is not alone in looking at how it operates. All across 
the UK, big changes to the nation’s fire and rescue services are 
being made or being planned.  It seems likely that industrial 
action may follow and, indeed, as this magazine goes to print 
the London Fire Brigade has been advised by the FBU that its 
members will be taking strike action, which for the first time will 
test the means of alternative emergency response without the 

aid of the military.

A difficult time for the senior management in all public services 
and very unsettling times for those who serve the public, with 
many in fear of their future employment This being very much 
the case in our own fire and rescue service.

I am sure we all wish them the very best of fortune and remain 
mindful of the difficult times they are facing. You can follow 
some of the topics on the HFRS website www.hantsfire.gov.uk 

Until the next time…..

Alan House

the Editor
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Looking at the photos in edition 

3 of STOP MESSAGE magazine I 

found myself staring at a much 

younger and definitely thinner 

Mick Haggard at what I think 

was the last Hampshire Fire 

Brigade competitions, held in 

Gosport.  I am on the far right 

holding the cup for the one 

man dressing competition. This 

inspired me to look through 

some of my old photo albums.

The first two were taken 

at the opening of the new 

Headquarters in Eastleigh back 

in 1985.  The first shows the 

Queen and Chief Fire Officer 

John Pearson, the other shows 

3 of the drill squad, who were 

a selection of firefighters, 

both full and retained, from B 

Division that paraded at the 

opening ceremony – from left 

to right myself, Tony King and 

Keith Mitchell, all retained 

firefighters from Gosport.  We 

had been put through our paces 

and steps by a Royal Naval Drill 

Sergeant based in Whale Island, 

going over there every Sunday 

morning for a good number of 

weeks, but it felt like years!  I 

remember him saying to us 

that we would never get it right 

but we proved him wrong in 

the best possible way by saving 

our finest performance for the 

opening day! 

My other fond memories are 

from my Auxiliary Fire Service 

Days – way, way back when the 

Queen was a girl if I recall!  In B 

Division, Gosport was the main 

AFS station and I was privileged 

to be part of numerous special 

events and exercises thanks 

to the station’s specialities, 

namely their Transportable 

Water Unit, (Bikini), see photo 

and Hose Laying Units.  The 

other photo is from a weekend 

exercise in Dorset, 28/29 July 

1962, when the AFS units were 

tested for their mobility: I’m 

third on the bridge!  Gosport 

Unit, of which I was a member, 

had brought their Bikini Rafts as 

well as their Emergency Pump 

and as you can see from the 

photo we successfully put the 

rafts together to help provide 

the foundations of a bridge 

across the River Char.  This 

bridge was 100 foot long and 

yet we completed it in under an 

hour.  It was a very challenging 

and exhausting period of time 

but through our efforts and 

adventures firm friends were 

made and established.     

Such fond, fond memories.  I 

hope my stroll down memory 

lane has brought some 

enjoyment to your readers 

and perhaps encourages them 

to root through the old photo 

albums, laugh at their younger 

selves and reminisce. 

With all good wishes,

Mick Haggard

Old photos, 
happy memories!

 The Queen and Chief Fire Officer 
John Pearson at the opening of the 
new Headquarters in Eastleigh 
back in 1985. 

Mick Haggard, Tony King and Keith 
Mitchell, all retained firefighters 
from Gosport. 

A weekend exercise in Dorset, 
28/29 July 1962, when the AFS 
units were tested for their 
mobility.

The Auxiliary Fire Service 
Transportable Water Unit, (Bikini) 
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Many of our members are also members of the PMA; 

two of our committee members are also on the PMA 

committee. Together we provide an opportunity for 

an enriched retirement at an affordable cost, NARF 

membership is £8 per year. We can concentrate on our 

principle objective and the PMA on the social caring 

aspect that they are doing so well.

It has been an eventful year, first we were pleased to 

welcome Chris Lunn as Secretary and unexpectedly 

I found myself logically (or so they said) talked into 

Chairmanship with a full supportive committee, thanks 

friends, actually it has been rewarding. We agreed the 

first thing to do was to increase membership, this has 

been more successful than we had dared to imagine, 

so far we have sixty new paid up members mainly due 

to the information letter and application form sent 

with special arrangement by the County Treasure to all 

Hampshire County Fire and Rescue Service pensioners, 

where ever they may be in the world. 

The kind comments received from new members from 

all over the UK and abroad are appreciated, many 

were sadly previously unaware of the existence of 

NARF. Members will be kept informed of important 

details when necessary by Emails and via the quarterly 

nationally produced NARF NEWS magazine that is 

posted direct. 

Our Annual General Meeting has been changed 

from dark cold November to a lighter warmer May 

commencing with a provided buffet lunch. The 2010 

AGM was well attended and we hope that the 2011 

AGM on Sunday 15 May will be even more so, it is the 

chance each year for members to make their voice 

heard and hear the update on events, so members do 

put the date in your diary now. Phil Griffiths will as the 

last AGM inform all members of attendance details 

well in advance and Bill Bates will again organise the 

excellent buffet. The committee meet three times each 

year in order to keep up to date with events and agree 

activities.

Communications by Email has been encouraged and 

where necessary members have supplied the address 

of a family member to receive information for it then 

to be passed it on. The spin off with this arrangement 

is that it gives increased and welcomed family 

involvement. At the 2010 AGM members voted to ratify 

the purpose designed Hampshire Branch Constitution 

and to present to Alan House a modest but welcomed 

contribution to the recently unveiled memorial to fallen 

colleagues. 

In July our national pension committee members 

submitted our details and concerns to the Hutton 

Independent Public Service Pensions Commission. On 

that note, our fire service pension conditions are an Act 

of Parliament and clearly specifies our index linking 

‘shall’ be subject to the retail price index, this requires 

enforcing; we must not simply accept the change to the 

less advantageous consumer price index as currently 

proposed. At this point we await the findings and 

recommendations of Lord Hutton’s Commission.

To conclude, HAMPSHIRE NARF IS ALIVE AND ACTIVE, 

if there are any readers who are not members 

and conclude it is fair and right to be inclusively 

represented you are invited to join us by contacting 

Secretary Chris Lunn. Email: chris.lunn@ntlworld.com 

or myself Email: derekwynne.fireflight@talktalk.net for 

an application form. 

Derek Wynne Hampshire Branch Chairman 

NARF IS ALIVE 
AND ACTIVE’
The Hampshire Branch of The National Association of Retired Firefighters (NARF) has had 
a busy and productive year. We welcome this opportunity to briefly outline our objectives 
that are to promote and safeguard the financial interests of our members and their 
dependants, with the lesser role to promote welfare, companionship and social contact. 

Old photos, 
happy memories!
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Harold, then a Senior Divisional Officer and Divisional 

Commander of ‘D ’Division, was sent to the scene, on 

a fact-finding mission, with the thought in mind that 

many such LPG tankers moved around Hampshire’s 

road networks, particularly through what was then ‘D’ 

Division  

At the time of his arrival, which was just before 

1000 hours on Thursday 13 July (44 hours after the 

incident), Harold noted that it was quite obvious that 

difficulty would be experienced in trying to get the 

information required from the Los Alfraques camp site 

in any unofficial capacity.  A strong police contingent 

was present and the general public were kept at 

considerable distance from the site; photographs 

could only be taken by permit holders and the main 

road past the camp site was still open to traffic which 

had to keep moving.  It therefore proved necessary to 

approach the Spanish police in an official capacity as a 

fire officer and once identification was established and 

the purpose of the visit explained, full access to the site 

and permission to take photographs was readily given.

What Harold witnessed, he described as one of the 

most terrible tragedies anyone could have been faced 

with.  Whole families had died a most horrible death 

within minutes; row after row of tents, caravans and 

camping trailers were completely burned out.  There 

were about 500 people on the camp site at the time of 

the explosion within the tent area and on the beach. 

Leading up to the incident, the loading operation 

of the tanker finished at 1205 hours on 11 July.  The 

tanker was loaded to its maximum without leaving 

sufficient free volume in its interior; the equipment 

used for loading lacked a flow meter, did not possess 

an automatic shut-off valve and also lacked a system 

which would eliminate the possible excess of fluid 

in the system.  As a result, overloading could only be 

identified at the weighbridge at the exit of the refinery 

and could only be remedied by the decision of the 

vehicle driver demanding the release of the excess.

At about 1230 hours the vehicle was weighed at the 

refinery exit and registered a weight by load of 23470 

kg.  The theoretical maximum load was 19350 kg and 

the calculated maximum load was 19099 kg.  According 

Spanish Camp Site

Disaster
Some world disasters are remembered but others are sometimes easily forgotten. Harold 
Stinton has written to remind us of one such event which occurred on Tuesday 11 July 
1978, just over 31 years ago, when a tanker carrying liquefied petroleum gas had exploded, 
killing over 2i0 people with 40 people never accounted for.  A further 120 men, women and 
children had suffered very severe burns.

Part of the tank shell alongside a burnt-out caravan
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to the records, the vehicle was plated as being able to 

carry a maximum load of 22000 kg regardless of the 

product carried.  At 1235 hours, the vehicle left the 

refinery on a hot summers day en-route to Valencia 

travelling on the N340 thus avoiding the motorway and 

the £7 toll; tankers were advised to use the motorway 

but it was not compulsory.

Whilst passing through the village of San Carlos de 

la Rapita, followed by another vehicle, it was noticed 

rather surprisingly that the tanker increased its road 

speed appreciably and passed through the village 

at what was described as an abnormally high speed 

bearing in mind the type of load carried.  A short 

distance from the village limits, the vehicle exploded.

What became apparent at the outset was that as most 

of the people in the immediate vicinity were killed the 

subsequent opinions of witnesses varied.  The most 

reliable witness appeared to be a young man who 

worked in the camp shop.  At 1429 hours on Tuesday 

11 July he was serving a customer in the shop when 

he heard a minor explosion which he thought had 

occurred on the site.  Realising that something was 

wrong he went outside to investigate, walked to his car, 

which was parked on a nearby car park, and was about 

to drive through the camp site when a second, far more 

violent explosion occurred.  

On seeing the huge fireball and experiencing the effect 

of the heat, he fled in fear of his life into the sea.  The 

time lapse between the 2 explosions he estimated 

to be about 3 minutes.  Many witnesses talked of 2 

explosions but suggested that they may have been 

much closer together than that.  A study of the extent 

of the spread of the gas cloud showed that it certainly 

was not possible for both explosions to have occurred 

simultaneously.

It is also understood that the tank was used for 

carrying ammonia on occasions, and when this 

occurred the pressure relief valve was blanked off.  It 

has also been revealed that when ammonia is carried 

in steel tanks, corrosion is more apparent and cracking 

of the main body of the tank is more likely.

According to the court findings, the various 

contributory factors leading up to the tragic accident 

had been identified as:

•	 The road vehicle was without a pressure 

relief valve.

•	 The road vehicle was over loaded.

•	 Corrosion had taken place in the high tensile 

steel tank due to carrying ammonia.

•	 The high ambient temperature.

•	 The road vehicle was without a current 

pressure test certificate.

The court concluded that the vehicle exploded as a 

result of over pressure causing the liquid to escape in 

such a quantity and ignited by outside means thereby 

causing the explosion  

 The investigation also highlighted extremely 

dangerous practices which had been followed for a long 

time.  

Many lessons were also to be learned in the handling 

of so many burns victims and in the tagging of victims 

locations before removal. These lessons have been 

adopted as standard operating procedures at many 

multiple death scenarios since 1978.

The road alongside the campsite where the tanker exploded.

A scene of devastation with burnt-out vehicles, tents and 
caravans
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A joint venture between the ”Potato Marketing Board” 

and ”The Industrial Health Education Society”

FOOD VALUES
What Doctors say:

HARRY CAMPBELL
M.D., F.R.C.P., London.

“Lethargic people think that potatoes are fattening, 

but if they took proper exercise they could eat potatoes 

with considerable benefit to their health.”

NEIL LEITCH, M.D
Chairman of the London school of Dietetics.

 “Potatoes, contrary to the popular belief, are not 

fattening.  They are also the most nourishing food in 

the world.”

DAVID McKAIL
M.D., P.H.D., F.R.H.P.S., Glasgow

“The potato is still on e of our best anti-scorbutics.  The 

partial disuse from the scares of the food faddists is a 

national misfortune.”

ARTHUR MASSEY, M.D
Coventry.

“As an article of diet potatoes assist greatly in the 

production of bodily energy, and are therefore of 

notable value for all adult workers.”

J.D.R. MONRO, M.D
Richmond.

“The potato has been for ages one of the chief articles 

of diet in the nation’s food supply.  As it is rich in 

starch it is useful in supplying the energy required for 

one’s daily work.  During the War those of us who were 

working in London had not potatoes for some weeks, 

and the outpatients’ departments of our hospitals were 

crowded with people suffering from weakness and 

general listlessness which they attributed to the lack of 

potatoes in their food.”

V.H. MOTTRAM
Professor of Physiology at the London University.

“The Potato is not fattening, and in view of its high 

nutritive value is easily the cheapest of vegetables.”

SIR THOMAS OLIVER, M.D., D.SC., F.R.C.P.
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, President, University Durham 

College of Medicine.

“The ‘white’ of the potato is carbohydrate; it is rich in 

starch granules which become changed in the body into 

sugar, and are the chief source of muscular energy.”

SIR JOHN ROBERTSON, C.M.G., M.D
Professor of Public Health, Birmingham.

“I regard the potato as next to wheat the most valuable 

starchy food.  It is very important that potatoes should 

be properly cooked, for then they are more nourishing 

and far more appetising.  Far too many people spoil 

potatoes in cooking and make into a sodden, tasteless 

mess.”

KATE PLATT, M.D, B.S.
London.

“Potatoes are one of the most valuable of foods and 

may be served in many appetizing ways.

“They contain a large quantity of energy producing 

material, so the labouring man and the active school 

boy or girl find that a meal which consists mainly of 

potatoes is a good standby.

“To form a complete meal, however, certain other 

additions are required.  These are mainly such foods as 

butter, margarine, or dripping, and cheese, eggs, fish or 

a little meat.  A green vegetable, lettuce, watercress, or 

other salading is a satisfactory supplement.

Spud U Like!
The humble potato, much loved by the British Public, was the subject of 
a pamphlet issued in the immediate post-World War 2 period, when food 
rationing was still very much in being.  It is reproduced here for amusement 
and interest.



STOP MESSAGE 9

“A satisfying meal may be made of boiled or baked potatoes with margarine, butter or dripping, accompanied by a 

glass of milk ad some fresh fruit. 

“Potatoes boiled or roasted in their skins are more nourishing and tasty than potatoes that have been peeled before 

cooking.  Fried Fish and Chips, which form a very frequent meal of many people, certainly contain a good deal of 

energy providing and body building material, and if properly cooked and supplemented by green vegetable salad or 

fresh fruit, they make a meal which ahs many points in its favour.

“Badly fried, overcooked potatoes and chips are responsible for a great deal of indigestion, and the common 

addition of vinegar increases the danger.”

RECIPES by KATE PLATT, M.D., B.S.

POTATO WITH CHEESE

Cold boiled potatoes cut I slice ov
er 

which a little mayonnaise or salad 

cream is poured, served with cheese and 

an apple or onion make excellent and 

nourishing meal.

POTATO PIE

Boil some potatoes.  Mash with milk, 

and beat till the mass is as thick as 

cream.  Season and add a little grated 

stale cheese together with a beaten 

egg.  Put a layer of breadcrumbs at 

the top with a sprinkling of the grated 

cheese.  Bake till the top is browned.

BAKED POTATO WITH CHEESE

Bake some large potatoes. 
 Cut in half lengthwise.  Put a thin 

slice of che
ese between the two halves of each potato.  

Sprinkle 

with salt.  Replace the two halves and keep hot till 
served.

POTATO SURPRISE.
Bake a large potato,  Cut off the top and scoop out the inside.  Mix with a little margarine and pepper and salt to taste.  Return the mixture to the empty skin, leaving a little depression at the top.  Into this break and egg.  Put back into the oven until the egg is set.
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Letters
An opportunity for members to express their views, share news, seek assistance or simply 
tell us what is going on in their life. So, if you have something to say, make the page come 
alive for all to see.  We would like to hear from you.

HI Alan, I hope this note finds you all well.

 

I have scanned the attached a newspaper clipping from our 

national newspaper ‘The Australian’ in the hope it may offer 

some amusement to ‘Stop Message’ readers.

 

I think I would have had some difficulty tabling some of these 

arguments. What also needs to be understood is, that it is 

against the law for anyone to drive any heavy goods vehicle in 

this country after drinking!

 

best wishes, Steve Paine - Australia

Editor’s comments; Steve of course was once a hard-working 

FBU official in Hampshire, now living in Aus, Just as he would 

have found difficulty in placing such issues on the table, I sat 

on the other side would have enjoyed receiving them!!

Not having received enough letters for these pages, 
this’filler’photo shows Farnborough personnel as the 
Wholetime County Quiz Winners in 1968.  That’s a very 
young Martyn Long behind CFO ‘Ted’ Ashill, (see him on 
a bike on page 26 – the Chief that is, not Martyn!).
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Rather than the Editor constructing letters or simply making it up, let’s be hearing from you.  

“As detailed, get to work”.

Editor, there was an amusing start to my recruit’s training course with Surrey 
Fire Brigade at Reigate in autumn 1967.  Well, at least it appealed to my sense 
of humour.  I thought: “if this is an example of Fire Service humour, I am in 
for an enjoyable 30 years.”  Sadly, nothing else came up to this level.
There were four squads. In my twelve-man squad we had the two extremes: 
a bright ex-Hants junior fireman who was destined to become a CFO and 
a smart ex-squaddie whose only knowledge of the Fire Service was that it 
existed and you got “a lot of time off.”   This is why he had joined.  Let’s call 
him ‘Chris’.  Chris had already made up his mind he was being posted to 
Lyndhurst.  He came into his own when it came his turn to become Squad 
Leader.
On day one of the course, Chris turned up with his firekit and knocked on 
the door of Wotton House, an isolated grand house at Dorking some seven 
miles from Reigate!  How could he have made this mistake and why was it so 
funny?
Wotton House in those days was the Fire Service Staff College for Station 
Officers and above and ran in parallel for a time with the Technical College at 
Moreton before merging to become the FSC.  This wasn’t the only clanger Chris had dropped.  I am not sure it was a good 
idea but mid-course we were given our postings.  Chris had got Lyndhurst 
but his face dropped when the four Hants junior firemen in the squad 
informed him that it was a day-manning station.  No nights to give him his 
‘time off’!  
I had got A3 Farnborough and they told me the station had certain initiation 
rituals.  I was suddenly not the fastest ladder runner in the squad. 
These days Wotton House, Dorking is used as a hotel.  
Dennis Wills

Editors comment – so who was the ‘bright ex Junior Firemen and will the real 
‘Chris’ stand up and be recognized, or named I wonder?

The Fire Service 
College, Dorking, 
1955
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FTP 676, my l950 2½ litre Riley Drophead Coupè came 

into my possession in l969 when my brother saw it on 

a Gosport bomb site sporting a “For Sale” sign.  A short 

negotiation with the young owner saw it mine at a very 

reasonable price. The original owner was a Southsea 

butcher who’s name is the only one recorded in the log 

book other than mine.

I was running a 1½ litre RMA Riley saloon at the time, 

a good drive but somewhat pedestrian in performance.  

The 2½ was a revelation.  With its 100 BHP and with 

the wind behind it, showing 100 mph “on the clock”. (It 

still does, allegedly)!

This was very respectable performance for the period 

and a Healey saloon, with lighter aluminium bodywork 

and using the same Riley engine, set speed records on 

the German Autobahn. 

Rileys were popular in the, late lamented, Portsmouth 

City Fire Brigade.  Monty Theobold, a workshop 

mechanic, had two superb Monacos and continued to 

drive them to the Annual Coventry Rally until shortly 

before his death in his nineties.

“Tosher” Trew had a 1½ RME which lost its sense of 

direction fairly regularly when the driver was unwell!  

This car was later enthusiastically driven by Mick 

Murphy and then John Snowden.  Meanwhile, out in 

the boondocks of Hampshire, Martin Nash managed to 

roll an RM.  Quite a feat as they are pretty stable and 

had excellent road holding by current standards.

In l970 I demonstrated the speed of my car to an old 

motorcycling friend with rather too much enthusiasm 

and knocked out a big end.  I started to re-build the 

engine but a lengthy course at Moreton-in-Marsh came 

along, followed by a move to Alton.

The car languished untouched for some Fourteen 

years until, having saved up some pennies, I put it in 

the hands of a professional restorer for a bare metal 

respray in its original colour of metallic almond green. 

( The first owner thought green to be an unlucky colour 

but as dropheads were in very short supply, had it 

re-finished in an unattractive light metallic blue from 

new!) I was then “encouraged” by my daughter to 

complete the mechanical work in time for her wedding.  

Roger’s

Riley
Inspired by John Lacey’s account of his, very hairy, ‘Maser”, together 
with Cris Crisford’s achievement in building his Jester and in response to 
Alan’s plea for contributions I hope the following may be of interest.

The first owner thought green to be an 
unlucky colour



In 2004 the Riley Register organised an invasion of France to 

attend the Le Mans 24 Hour Race.  This was to commemorate 

the seventieth anniversary of a very successful year for the Riley 

Team.

The trip was a joy from start to finish with a great assortment 

of, mostly modern, cars and bikes embarking on the ferry at 

Portsmouth.  From Le Havre we followed a route over secondary 

roads and soon met up with a group of pre-war Rileys at a 

roadside café.  Fifty Riley converged on our hotel at Le Mans 

followed by a parade through the town. On race day we were to 

be permitted to drive the circuit before the race– holy ground!

At the Steward’s briefing we were told we were not to race but 

to enjoy ourselves!  Even with my wife Judy and two other Riley 

owners as passengers, my car with its bigger engine had the legs 

of most of the other cars.  We were officially allowed five laps but 

stayed out for two more as the Stewards said we seemed to be 

enjoying it.

As John has said on the website, this is a great event and it 

attracts strong support from this country. The sights and ear- 

shattering sounds of cars reeling off lap after lap at impossible 

speeds are unforgettable. The Audi team was pre-eminent at the 

time and took the honours as outright winners. 

Finally, I have to say that I’ve very much enjoyed the previous 

motoring articles and would love to hear more about your cars/

bikes.  There must be many lurking out there so come on and 

tell us about your pride and joy, past or present.  What about an 

update on that MG special? 

Roger Green
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Technical details:

2½ litre long stroke engine with 
twin camshafts set high in the 
block to allow for short, light 
pushrods.  

Crossflow head with 
hemispherical combustion 
chambers and valves inclined at 
45degrees.

Twin S.U. carburettors.

I re-built the engine with high 
comp. pistons, the original 
compression ratio being low to 
allow for the poor quality “Pool” 
petrol available at the time
The white- metalled con-rods 
were replaced with a shell 
bearing set from a later Riley 
Pathfinder engine.

Engine professionally balanced 
and hardened valve seats fitted 
to cater for unleaded fuel 
(dreadful stuff).

Originally produced 100 BHP 
but perhaps, more now with the 
modifications, so keeps up with 
the traffic.



Fire Nerds Abroad

Iceland – A good rough-terrain appliance. 
(That’s an ex-WW2 Canadian-built 
Chevrolet by the way Elaine.)
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My connection with the Hampshire Fire and Rescue 

Service is obviously ongoing because of being married 

to David (we’ve recently celebrated our 35th wedding 

anniversary) so it’s been a strong thread throughout 

my adult life. As many of you know, we love to travel 

and, nerds that we are, we can’t resist making contact 

with fire brigades everywhere we go. In most cases this 

is confined to surreptitiously taking photographs of 

fire stations and fire engines then slipping away, but 

sometimes we get drawn in to interesting situations. 

Let me tell you about a few.

When in Switzerland, I called in to the tourist office in 

the village in which we were staying to ask where the 

fire station was. The assistant was very alarmed, asking 

“Where’s the fire?”. I felt very embarrassed when I 

explained I just wanted to take a photograph.

In Memphis, America, the firefighters invited us in and 

were very hospitable. They proudly showed us round 

their station then insisted on dressing David up in their 

fire kit. These chaps were at least six foot tall and their 

coats and helmets were very heavy indeed. David could 

barely stand up!

In Jordan in the Middle East we asked our guide if we 

could photograph a large fire station we’d spotted. We 

weren’t far from the Iraqi border and security was tight. 

Our guide exchanged greetings and cigarettes with the 

guards and was then escorted into the station to make 

our request to the officer in charge. He was gone for at 

least ten minutes and we began to get worried in case 

he’d been arrested. When he eventually emerged the 

answer was, regrettably, no. I don’t think he’d been 

tortured.

If you’d told me when I was 16 that in 2010 I’d be a contributor to a magazine for retired 
Fire Service members, I would not have believed you. My offer of an appointment as a 
supernumerary clerk with the Hampshire County Council was going to be a stepping 
stone to something much more glamorous … but when I was seconded to the Hampshire 
Fire Service I was captivated. I’ve already reminisced about my experiences there (see 
‘exchange’ issue No.15, Summer 2009, if you missed it). 
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Our most scary experience was in Windhoek, the 

capital of Namibia. We saw a large fire station but it was 

surrounded by very high security fencing. We managed 

to find our way round to the back to take photographs 

but backed off when an enormous firefighter carrying a 

rifle approached us. He looked very stern at first but then 

seemed to realise that we were harmless. We beat a hasty 

retreat.

In Vancouver, we hadn’t been able to find the fire station 

– but the fire brigade was called to a fire in our hotel – but 

we didn’t start it, honestly!

In France, the fire brigade was called to an incident just 

down the lane from the gite in which we were staying. 

We were intrigued to see that the firefighters were 

dealing with an insect infestation.

On another occasion in France, having tracked down a 

lakeside fire station, we were having a halting Franglais 

conversation with the crew on duty when an emergency 

call came in. We were very concerned because they 

seemed in no rush to respond! They eventually said 

farewell and launched their little craft in leisurely 

fashion.

In Austria, a sudden thunderstorm caused a landslip 

across the mountain road outside our hotel and 

firefighters led the team to clear the road.

Whilst out running to find a fire station in Luxor, Egypt, 

David was approached by an Egyptian man who instantly 

befriended him and offered to act as interpreter between 

David and the local Fire Chief. The man then became 

very insistent about taking David on a trip on his felucca. 

It was all a bit weird and David declined. He ran away 

even faster after that.

We’ve recently returned from a holiday in Bavaria and 

in the hotel lobby stood a large statue of St Florian, the 

patron saint of firefighters, above a model of a burning 

building. What a coincidence. Or did they know we were 

coming?

Many fire brigade encounters illustrate the camaraderie 

amongst fire brigade staff the world over and add an 

exciting dimension to our trips. Wouldn’t it be great 

to visit every fire brigade in the world!! Now there’s a 

thought 

Elaine Howells

Windhoek Namibia - A fireman with a gun, now 
that’s scary!!

Tivoli Gardens, Copenhagen – now here is an 
idea for a Small Fires Unit in Rural areas!

Isles Of Scilly – ‘Mmm I wonder if I could put 
one of these at Bishops Waltham?’, thinks David



16 STOP MESSAGE 

Memories
Some photo album memories submitted by Stop Message readers

Fareham crew outside of their station 

in West Street Fareham, 1969.  Left to 

right: Sub Officer Fred, ‘Nobby’ Clark, 

and Firemen Dave Woods, Ern Cathery, 

George O’Callaghan and Don Reeds

Blue Watch B20 Copnor

White watch, Gosport fire station, who took part in a 

charity canoe race from Bristol Docks to Windsor Safari 

Park in 1983, raising money for the Adenbrook Hospital, 

Liver transplant Unit and the ‘Ben Fund’. Photo shows. a 

local family with a young girl awaiting a transplant, with 

the fund-raising crew. Top left to right: Colin Tuck, Dave 

Woods, Danny Williams and John Hatchard.  Bottom left to 

right Pete Crook, Pete Burst, and Geoff Laver
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Havant fire station 

wholetime quiz 

team, winners of the 

County Technical 

Quiz 1972 or 73?  

Standing: Divisional 

Officer Bernie 

Harland and Station 

officer Paul Wiseman.  

Seated, left to right: 

George Haggard, Pete 

Hunt, Dave Woods, 

Dick Coates and Chris 

Martin.



Alan Wells

HFS Junior 

Firemen with 

instructor Don 

Welton

Geoff Laver

Continuing the theme of digging through the archives to find 
photos of our members in their early years, here is another 
selection of ‘the young ones’ for you to remember and perhaps 
make comment about!



Alan Harding R2-77

Bernie Peel

Dave Brown groupBrigade Quiz Winners, circa 1981/82Standing: Kevin Oxlade and Dave Brown  Seated: Lou Rossi, Paul Baker and Tony ??

Dave Shawyer

Geoff Laver
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Fleet Update

Delivery has commenced of the eight new Volvo FLL260 
pumping appliances built by Emergency One. The first 
six will conventional WrLs and WrTs and destined to 
be allocated in pairs to Basingstoke, Rushmoor and St 
Marys. The final two as reported in the last edition of 
Stop Message will be designated Rescue Pumps and 
allocated to Winchester and Andover. More details will 
follow of these appliances next time.

The new Animal Rescue Vehicle is now being used for 
crew training at Lyndhurst and should go on the run 
before Christmas as should the new Small Fires Unit, 
delivery of which is expected any day now.

Incident Update

21st June – Optaglio Ltd, Meridian House, Greenwich 
Way, Andover. ToC 03:28. Fire involving warehouse 
containing chemicals and cylinders. Make pumps 8. 
Attendance – WrL and WrT Andover, WrL Whitchurch, 
WrT Sutton Scotney, WrL Stockbridge, WrT Overton, 
PL Newbury (Royal Berks), WrL Ludgershall and WrL 
Pewsey (Wiltshire), Pewsey mobilised for Wiltshire 
support, SEU Winchester, MRV Eastleigh, ICU, CSU 
and ECU Headquarters, WrT (B) Eastleigh (Command 
Support), ALP Basingstoke. Stop message at 12:21, 
Fire involving warehouse of warehouse construction, 
76m x 56m, consisting of large storage area and 
offices, 1 acetylene cylinder cooled and removed from 
site, building contained a number of chemicals, 75% 
destroyed by fire, 100% by smoke, 50% of roof collapsed, 

40 BA, 5 jets, 1 hose reel, ALP Monitor and Thermal 
Image Camera in use.  Relief crews WrT Totton, WrT 
Botley, WrT (B) Rushmoor (Command Support), WrT 
(B) St Marys, WrL Hightown. Stand by moves, WrT 
Basingstoke to Andover, WrT Alton to Basingstoke, WrT 
Winchester to Sutton Scotney.

22nd June – 1 to 6 Claudeen Close, Swaythling, 
Southampton. ToC 18:03. Fire involving a row of 
terraced properties. Make pumps 10. Attendance WrL 
Eastleigh, WrL and WrT St Marys, Pumps 5 WrT (B) St 
Marys, WrT Hightown, WrL Redbridge, SEU St Marys, 
MRV Havant, Pumps 8 WrL Redbridge, WrT Hamble, 
WrT Botley, WrT Beaulieu (Command Support), 
Pumps 10 WrT Eastleigh, WrL Hythe from standby 
at Redbridge, WrT Portchester (Command Support). 
Stop message 21:47, Building 32m x 6m consisting of 6 
terraced properties, fire involving number 5, spread to 
number’s 4 and 6, smoke logging to number 3, 37BA, 
4 jets, 3 10.5m ladders, 2 roof ladders and rope pack 
in use. Relief crews WrL Cosham, WrL Alresford, WrT 
Droxford, WrT Brockenhurst. Stand by moves WrT 
Lymington to Redbridge, WrT Droxford to St Marys, 
WrT Wickham to St Marys, WrL Romsey to Eastleigh.

26th July – Fire severely damaged a workshop and 
train repair building belonging to the Watercress Line 
at Ropley near Alresford. On arrival crews found the 
recently constructed building well alight and increased 
the attendance to four pumps. Shortly after appliances 
were increased to eight pumps and two FoWrC’s. 
Attendance – WrL Alresford, WrT Alton, WrL, WrT and 
SEU Winchester, WrL and WrT Petersfield, WrL Bishops 

HFRS Happenings

The spectacular scene at the fire 
involving the timber framed building 
under construction, in Basingstoke 
on 10 September 2010.
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Waltham and WrT Droxford. Eastleigh’s MRV and 
FoWrC attended long with FoWrC Fareham, ICU, CSU 
and ECU from Headquarters. Basingstoke’s retained 
WrT attended as the Command Support appliance. 
Stand by moves saw WrT Sutton Scotney at Winchester, 
WrT Horndean at Petersfield and WrT Bordon at Alton. 
Relief crews included WrL Andover and WrT St Marys.

10th September – Sixteen pumps attended a serious 
fire involving a four storey timber framed block of flats 
under construction at Gershwin Road in the Brighton 
Hill area of Basingstoke. Fire Control received the first 
of 69 repeat calls to the incident at 18:21, pumps were 
increased to four at 18:28, an ALP was requested at 
18:30, pumps six at 18:32, pumps ten at 18:36, pumps 
12 at 18:48 and finally pumps sixteen at 20:04. A 
further ALP was requested at 20:05 and Water Carriers 
were requested at 18:49 and 29:06. The stop message 
was returned at 10:04 on the 11th September, From 

Group Manager Rudman, a timber framed four storey 
building under construction, 75m x 75m, 100% by 
fire. Two tower cranes and builders plant damaged by 
fire, fifty surrounding dwellings evacuated, two ALP 
monitors, one jet, six hose reels, six knapsack pumps 
and twelve BA. Attendance – WrL, WrT x 2, SEU, ALP 
Basingstoke, WrT Odiham, WrT Overton, WrL, WrT 
Alton, WrL Alresford, WrL Whitchurch, WrT Tadley, 
WrT Fleet, WrL Hartley Wintney, WrT Sutton Scotney, 
WrL Stockbridge, PL Mortimer and Reading, ALP 
and Support WrL Guildford, WrC and Support Pump 
Camberley, FoWrC Bordon, MRV Rushmoor, ICU, CSU 
and ECU Headquarters. Relief crews that attended over 
the next forty eight hours included WrL Lymington, 
WrL Andover, WrT Ringwood, WrT Waterlooville, WrT 
Rushmoor, WrT Southsea, WrT Cosham, WrT Droxford, 
WrT Emsworth, WrT St Marys, FoWrC Lyndhurst, 
WrL Winchester, WrL Romsey, WrL Petersfield, WrT 
Hightown, WrT Totton, WrT Wickham, WrT Havant, 
WrT Fareham, WrT Hayling Island and WrL Southsea

Colin Carter – Guest Contributer

(Colin as some of you will know serves as an 
‘Operational Equipment Technician’ and keenly 
monitors all new additions to the fleet and records 
details of serious incidents, which usefully he has 
agreed to share with ‘Stop Message’ readers.  If the 
name seems familiar, that would be because he is the 
son of long-serving member of the Service, Bill Carter, 
who for many years was at ‘Workshops’ and retained at 
Winchester, before retiring as the HFRS Fleet Manager)

The new Animal Rescue Vehicle, funded by Petplan Charitable 

Trust,built on a 4x4 Iveco chassis to be based at Lyndhurst. 



Past Times
Focus on Farnborough Fire Station

Dennis Watertender 
Ladder and Watertender 

and Bedford 
Watertender, (Div 

Spare), circa 1981/82

1936 Dennis 
‘Motor 
Pump’, more 
commonly 
referred to as 
‘Boris’ turning 
out from 
Farnborough 
circa 1953

When the Hampshire Fire Service inherited 
the fire station in Farnborough on 1 April 
1948, it was located in Guildford Road, 
having originally been built for the 
Farnborough Fire Brigade.  
It was identified in 1949 as not being fit for 
purpose due to the anticipated future size of 
fire appliances and following the compulsory 
purchase of land in Reading Road, a new fire 
station was built and opened on 10 February 
1956.  

Initially a retained station, it became a 
Day Crewing station with a whole-time 
complement on 1 June 1961.

In April 1971 work commenced to add a 
third bay, a covered wash-down, a new tower 
and accommodation extensions.

It was closed on 17 may 1990 when 
Farnborough along with Aldershot were 
served from a new station in Rushmoor.



Third bay added in 1971

Original station 
in Guildford Road, 

March 1950

Reading Road station 
built in 1955.

The station yard 
from the first floor 

window of No 
20 Oxford Road. 

(Dennis Wills photo)
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Snippets
The Wonders of Technology
In trying to assist myself and others, I wonder if these snippets will help? 

A few of you are saying that you 

cannot open attachments sent 

with emails.  This usually refers to 

future event notifications.  They are 

always created in ‘Word’ so should 

it should be possible to open them.  

What can happen is that those 

with ‘Word’ as part of the ‘Office 

2003’ suite cannot open ‘Word’ 

created by the ‘Office 2007’ suite.  

This is easily resolved by going 

to the Microsoft website, look for 

‘Office’ updates and downloads and 

simply downloading the free ‘Word’ 

Compatability programme.  It is 

very quick and then allows your 

‘2003’ version to open anything 

created in ‘2007’

It’s great that a steady flow of 

your photographic memories are 

beginning to flow for publishing in 

Stop Message.  Some though have 

been of such low resolution that 

they will not print successfully – too 

pixelated.  For printing purposes I 

really need 300dpi , (dots per inch) 

or above.  The problem being of 

course that the higher the resolution 

the longer it takes to email or, at 

times it makes it too big to email.  

It all depends on what scanner you 

have of course but there is generally 

a range of settings.  Images scanned 

at the lower end, often just 72dpi 

just will not work when printed. To 

give you an idea a good quality B+W 

will be anywhere between 1 and 2 

Mbs, with a good colour image being 

between 3 and 10Mbs.  Certainly 

the closer the image is to 1Mbs the 

better chance I have of using it.

So, take a look at the resolution 

setting.  It is then possible to either 

reduce the actual dimensions of 

the photo – not the resolution – and 

that reduced the quality content 

size a little such that it can be 

emailed.  Alternatively you can 

‘Zip’ them to a compressed size for 

emailing that I can then ‘Unzip’ 

sending in .jpg format is fine and I 

can convert to a better .tiff format 

for printing purposes.

Sending as part of an email is not 

the best way.  It’s better to attach 

the file to the email separately for 

me to open.

Sending me the original photo 

or the negative or a 35mm slide 

is also a good way – yes you will 

get them back in good order and 

quickly.  I have the means to 

convert negatives and slides and 

I can improve photos, including 

restoring colour to faded images. I 

can remove scratches and creases 

etc.  I say this as I would hate not 

to be sent a photo because you feel 

it too damaged.  I cannot do much 

with blurred shots though.  I will of 

course send you a digitised version 

of the original, including any that I 

have restored or improved

Importantly though, don’t let any of 

this put you off.  Keep sending the 

items and we can work to resolve 

any quality problems
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Do you recall the many cartoons drawn by Alan Wright?  Well, he 

has sent some in for the magazine including these two (below) that 

he produced when John Bethune from New Zealand left after his 

secondment to Hampshire in 1974, as outlined in Stop Message 

Edition 3

New PMA ties

New PMA ties now 

available for purchase 

from Alan House. In 

two designs, the ties 

have in the stripes, 

the  colours of the 

HFRS Meritorious 

Service Medal  and 

the Fire Brigade Long 

Service and good 

Conduct medals with 

“PMA” shaded in the 

background. One has 

the PMA badge logo.

Cost  £5 – postage 

extra, unfortunately, 

(70p)

‘My word, they certainly have made it a lot easier with these 
new BA Guidelines’ 

Submitted by Dave Woods.



Name Date Station/Location Length of Service

Barry Alderslade 15.07.10  Retained Crew Manager, Alton  18 years 5 months

Dave Woods 02.07.10 Section Leader, Emergency Catering 
Team, (previous service, retiring as Sub 
Officer, Fareham April 1996)

45 years (total)

Tom Edwards 10.08.10 Crew Manager, Hightown  22 years 1 month

Adrian Langley 18.08.10 Retained Crew Manager, New Milton 28 years 7months

Roy Marsh  27.08.10 Team Leader, Emergency Catering Team, 
(previous service, retiring as Sub Officer, 
Training 21 September 2001)

39 years (total) 

Malcolm Pinchen  31.08.10 Group Manager, Headquarters 33 years 2months

Kevin Nicklen 09.09.10 Retained Firefighter, Fordingbridge  17 years 9months

Dave Lock 15.09.10 Group Manager, East Hants Group  31 years 5 months

Peter Habbershaw 30.09.10 Driving Instructor,Training Centre, 
(previous service, retiring as a Leading 
Firefighter, Training Centre, June 2002)

35 years 3months (total)

Apology
In the June edition of ‘Stop Message’ the detail for Paul Turnbull was the victim of ‘cut and 
paste’!  Paul retired as a Group Manager serving in Fire Safety at Headquarters.

Recent Retirements
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On yer
bike!
Those of you who can still remember helmet rank 
markings will have spotted that this appears to be 
a Chief Fire Officer on a bike!  Yes, a genuine photo 
of CFO ‘Ted’Ashill, (CFO, Hampshire 1 April 1958 –  
31 January1970), in full fire-kit, including belt and 
axe, on his commandeered ‘command vehicle’, 
cycling around the scene of a 20 pump fire at Levy 
Auto Parts in Sway, New Forest, 2 July 1964., I guess 
the photographer did not have the courage to 
photograph him from the front!



Graham Tickner  
on 27 July 2010 

Graham retired in March 
1980 as a Sub Officer, 
(officer in charge), 
Grayshott fire station.

Final Salute
It is with regret that we record the death of the following serving and past 
members of the Service:

Rex Stroud 
on 31 August 2010 
aged 92

Rex served with the 
Southampton Fire Brigade, 
retiring as a Sub Officer in 
1973.

Lest we forget
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Cyril Reading 
on 4 September 2010 

Cyril retired in 1981 as a Sub 
Officer, (officer in charge) at 
Alton fire station.

Les Doherty 
on 1 August 2010
aged 62

Les served at a variety 
of locations, including 
Andover, Gosport, 
Redbridge, Winchester 
and Training Centre before 
retiring in the rank of 
Station Officer in January 
1998.

Alfred Knight 
on  19 September 2010 
aged 100

Alfred retired in 1959 as a 
Leading Fireman at Botley fire 
station.

Dennis Phippen 
on 5 October 2010
aged 82

Dennis served at Whitchurch, 
retiring as the Sub Officer in 
charge, in August 1982.



The ‘Final Salute’ Memorial at situated at the main entrance to HFRS Headquarters, Eastleigh, unveiled by The 

Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire, Dame Mary Fagan on 14 July 2010.  Originally planned to be unveiled on 30 April, 

the ceremony had to be postponed due to the sad loss of Firefighter Alan Bannon and Firefighter James Shears 

who died whilst fighting the fire in Shirley Towers, Southampton on 6 April. Their names were added to the 

Memorial, prior to its unveiling, to join the 58 other names of those members of the fire service in Hampshire 

who died in the course of their duties, dating back to 1901.


